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Rep: of the Librarian for September, October and 


ee eens 


November, 1959. 

The present librarian took over his duties on September 27th. 

Plans for the expenditure of the $7500 which the Library had 
been granted for building alterations and repairs were undertaken 
immediately, and the period which this report covers has been given 
largely to this work. A great deal has already been accomplished. 
In the basement, the southeast corner, formerly used for storage 
space, has been entirely reconditioned and is now in use as the ac- 
quisitions department, All the pipes were raised nearer to the 
ceiling, the walls and ceilings painted, the old floor removed and 
a new one of asphalt tile installed, new lights have been installed, 
a wash basin for the staff installed, and other general repairs have 
been madee The room is now lined with book cases, and the work former- 
ly done in the northeast basement rooms is done here. 

The basement corridor has been painted and new doors have 
been put at the Dickinson Street entrance. The corridor will be re- 
floored and used for library purposes in the near future. 

The northeast corner room of the basement, formerly the 
cataloging room, has been painted and is now in use as the librarian's 
office. | 

The greater part of the alterations and repairs hatte been 
on the main floor. It has been necessary to close the Library only 
one day during this work, altho at times some portions of the book 
collection have not been available for use by the public. Four 
arches have been cut in the walls which separate the two alcoves from 


the main reading room, and one arch in the wall between the reference 
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room and the stack room. Painting of the walls and ceilings of 

the main floor rooms is now under way, and a portion of the main 
reading room floor has been covered with Battleship Linoleum. The 
remainder of the floor of this room will be covered upon completion 
of the painting. An acoustic tile ceiling will be installed in 
this room, and new lighting will make it adequate for its purpose. 
: The alcove formerly used as the librarian's office will be 
devoted to the library's circulating collection of art books. 

New steel shelving has been purchased for use in the alcove 
at the rear of the main reading room. The book cases formerly 
there will be used in the reading room. 

Two drinking fountains have been purchased, one for the 
Boys and Girls Department, and one for the main floor. 

It is hoped that all work on the building can be completed 
by the end of the year. 

Special observance of Book Week, November 12 -18, was held 
by the Boys and Girls Department. 

Approximately 35 new shrubs have been placed in the hedge 
surrounding the grounds by the Kanawha Garden Club. 

On October 10th the librarian addressed the Charleston 
District Nurses Association on "Your Winter's Reading", and on 


November 10th The Women of the Moose on "The Importance of Books". 


Acquisitions. 
Several miscellaneous gift collections have been re- 


ceived, the largest of which was one of about 250 books presented 


by Mrs. Chilton. 
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107 fiction titles have been acquired by purchase, and 


178 non-fiction titles. 


Circulation. 
September, 19359. 
Main Library 
Adult non-fiction 
R fiction 
Juvenile non-fiction 
" fiction 
Bookmobile 


Garnet 


Crescent Center 


October, 1959. 
Main Library 
Adult non-fiction 
bd fiction 
Juvenile non-fiction 
ad fiction 
Bookmobile 


Crescent Center 


Garnet 


2668 
5332 

453 
1314 
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0451 

599 
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November, 19359. 
Main Library 
Adult non-fiction 
fiction 
Juvenile non-fiction 
" fiction 
Bookmobile 
Crescent Center 


Garnet 


Sunday visitors. 


September 161 
October 252 
November Zo 
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Report of the Librarian for December, 1939. 


To the Boards: 


The month of December was taken up largely with the last 
of the important alterations to the physical plant. The Reference 
Room walls and ceilings were painted, and the reference books were 
redistributed. The two alcoves in the front of this room, which 
formerly housed the collection of bound periodicals, now contain 
respectively the non-circulating collections of Literature and 
Philology, and Science, Sociology and Industry. This segregation 
by subject will, with proper emphasis by the library staff, tend 
to stress the importance of these groups of books. The painting 
and re-grouping of the books caused the closing of the room for 
three days. 

In the General Reading Room, an acoustic tile ceiling was 
hung, new wiring and light fixtures were installed, the old linoleum 
was removed and the floor nailed and sanded, new linoleum was laid 
and the walls were painted. ‘The books were redistributed, and, ex- 
cept for some minor adjustments and the possible addition of some 
new furniture, the room is now ready for use. 

The stack room at the rear of the building has been paint- 
ed, and the floors have also been painted and strips of rubber matting 
laid in the aisles. This room, which housed at the time the entire 
fiction collection and a major part of the non-fiction, was closed 
for two days. This accounts for a Slight drop in the book circulation 


for the month. 
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Except for minor adjustments, the present alterations 
program may therefore be considered finished. ‘he patrons of the 
_library, and the staff, have been on the whole patient and con- 
Siderate. The patrons, for the most part, seemed to observe the 
necessary confusion and disarrangement with pleasure and interest, 
even when they were prevented by scaffolds, wet-paint signs, etc. 
from obtaining the books they wished. Many of them have expressed 
gratification to the staff at the results, and it is our hope that 


an increased patronage will be the rule in the future. 


Acquisitions 
106 titles were acquired by purchase during the month. 


Of these, 4 were adult fiction, 25 non-fiction, and 77 were juvenile. 


Circulation 


December, 1939 


Main Library 8,593 
Adult non-fiction ee7i 
" fiction 4586 
Juvenile LTs6 
Bookmobile 1,556 
Crescent Center 216 
Garnet Branch 1,554 
11,699 


This is approximately 1200 more than the circulation 
for December of 1938, 
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We face now the more important work of building up two 
factors in our library service to the city and the county: the 
book collection and our professional service. If we are to meet any 
standards at all, our circulation must be greatly increased; and our 
actual service to the citizens, as informal educators, must be great- 
ly developed. Our first step in these directions will be a survey of 
that part of the population which holds library cards, in order to 
find which sroups we need to touch. These questions need to be 
answered: What per cent of the population holds cards? What por- 
tion of card-holders use their cards? How many of these are school 
children? What groups do we serve? Professions, business, clerks, 
labor? We can find this out, and proceed accordingly, but it will be 
a long task. It will be worthwhile, I believe, for until we know 
where we are, we cannot proceed except in an aimless way. Unfortu- 
nately, there is no ideal library service. What is ideal for Boston 
is not ideal for Chicago, except in the vaguest generalities. It is 
therefore important, I believe, for us to study the library situation 
of Kanawha County, and to build on that. 

Mr. MacLeish, the new Librarian of Congress, in an address 
at Carnegie Institute on October 19, said: “American libraries have 
executed magnificently the first half of their assignment, as that 
assignment was defined some 50 years ago by my distinguished prede- 
cessor in the Library of Congress. They have solved with great 
brilliance the problem of getting books for readers. ‘They have de- 


veloped practices of accession, of cataloging, of classification, 


which enable them to secure books intelligently and to make them 
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readily available to inquirers. But they have not executed the 
second half of their assignment. ‘They have not learned to get 
readers for books." 


It is our plan now to work on the second assignment. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report of the Librarian for January, 1940. 


Circulation 


January, 1940 
Main library 


Adult non-fiction 3,165 

4 fiction 6,066 
Juvenile __ 1,852 
Total 11,063 

Bookmobile 2174 
Crescent Center 287 
Aad 


Garnet Branch 


15, 347 


Acquisitions - One hundred and twenty new books were acquired 


during the month. of these, thirty-seven were fiction and 
eighty-three were non-fiction. Among the more important 


titles were: Grose's Select Bibliography of English History; 
Vol. 1 of the new Dictionary of American History; the Cumulative 


Book Index from 1928; Lowndes Bibliographer's Manual of English 
FL TTL TAAL LT PRR AG | ber Ammeaanaiiicierneeesenqnemaeteran erases ne tac cede ER cad De sd > pliner tond 
Literature, in six volumes; and the Life, Letters and Speeches 


of Jefferson Davis, in ten volumes. 


Gifts during the month included: Charleston High School, 91 


volumes, among which was an excellent 18 volume edition of 


Pepys! Diary and a 10 volume edition of Ruskin's works. 
Other donors of the month were: the Southern Combed 
Yarn Spinners Association; the Commissioner General of 
Denmark; the Equitable Life Insurance Go., the Standard 


Oil Ca., and the Civilian Military Education Fund, 


January was a comparatively quiet month in comparison with the 
preceding three months, due to the fact that the more extensive 
alterations to the physical plant had been completed. Work of a 
more routine character has been in progress, such as a weeding out 
of the file of card holders and a time check on the daily circula- 
tion. This latter examination will enable us to determine more: ac- 
curately the number of persons to be assigned to desk work during 
the different periods of the day, and should result in a more ef- 
ficacious distribution of the staff in various duties. In this 
connection, a committee of the staff has prepared a new schedule 
for the 42 hour week: ‘This schedule will go into effect on 
February Sth. We expect that it will be revised after a trial 
period. 

The weeding out of the file of card holders is neces- 
aft for two reasons: the filing space is overcrowded, and li- 
braries as a rule revise and clear the files at stated intervals. 


All applications, borrowers cards and delinquent borrowers cards 


‘ome 9H 
Uy ‘ f y, 


issued prior to 1931, the date on which the charging machine was 
installed, are being discarded. We expect eventually to set up a 
five year registration period, which will clear this file record 
of dead material. 

Arrangements have been made during the month to concentrate 
the bulk of the library's book purchases with one of the local 
bookstores. This will result, we believe, to the good of both 
the city and the library, since the library will be able to ob- 
tain current material on publication date at the same discounts 
offered by out-of-town wholesalers, and this branch of local 


trade will gain some stimulation. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report of the Librarian for 


February, 1940. 


The Library was open for circulation 24 days during the 


month. George Washington's Birthdey was observed as ea holidey, 
end as usual the Librery was open on Sundays for reading and 


reference only. The circulation for the month wes es follows: 


Circulation 
February, 1940 


Main Library 


Adult non-fiction te 366 
See then 978 
Juvenile non-fiction "644 
rt fiction 1,448 
Totel ; 11,4351 
Bookmobile 4,105 
Crescent Center "? 388 
Garnet Branch Lie Gy 
Juvenile 563) 
Adult Raa se are wor ———(4,,323,) 
Tote| 15, U 


Acquisitions 


One hundred and seventy-five titles were ecquired by purchsese 
during the month. Of these, twenty were adult fiction, eighty-one 
were ecult non-fiction, and seventy-four were juvenile. The mejority 


of the adult fiction were additional copies of current books on which 


there is the heaviest demand, such as Escape, The Grapes of Wrath, 


Kitty Foyle, end The Nazarene. Among the non-fiction, the more 
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interesting titles were: Period Piece, by Jenny Ballou, a penetrating 


study of the life and times of Ella Wheeler Wilcox; H. L. Mencken's 


Happy Days, Herbert Satterlee's Pierpont Morgan, Garman's study of 
James Joyce, and Hermann Rauschning's The Voice of Destruction. 


Gifts during the month included a group of 40 modern mystery stories, 
presented by D. A. Ketchum; ea miscellaneous group of 16 titles from 
Mrs. H. P. Brightwell, end 14 books on Theosophy from Mr. Andrew Celder- 
wood of Morgantown. 

One of the large display windows of the Telephone Building 
on Lee Street were made availeble to the Librery during the week of 
February 18th, and e display srranged by Mr. Simmons was installed. 
During the month the display niches in the lobby featured new books, 
erin deeling with Weshington end Lincoln, and books for Lenten 
resding. An exhibit of SNA of the Charleston Camere Club was 
pias in the Mein Reeding Room for 10 days. 

During the month school children participated in a compne- 
tition for original drewings on Andrew Jackson, in connection with 
the Children's Theatre. All the drewings were on displey in the 
Boys" and Girls' Department, where the judging took place. 

Repairs to the building were made during the month. A 


leek developed in the roof during the recent reins, and trouble with . 


the electric wiring in those parts of the building not occupied by 


the Librery ceused some inconvenience. Three emergency cells for an 


electricien were necessary, as well as three for plumbing repairs. 


A leeky radiator on the third floor above the Boys' and Girls' De- 


Hi 
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new velve put on the radiator. The Appalachian Electric Power Com- ay 
rl yi hi 


_ peny is making e check on the electrical system of the building, and 


we shell plen to put it into setisfectory shape. 


i We heve begun to replace bedly-soiled and frayed cards in 


ive 


_ the generel errd cetelog. This wes needed to be done for some time, 
end we hope gredually to renovate the entire cetalog. 


Weekly staff meetings, held in the morning before the 


Librery opens, have been begun, and we plan to continue this. Exchange 
hie idees, discussion of current problems end of ways to improve and 


Wa : 2 = 2 2 2 
expend the Librery's services are the topics of discussion. It is, our 


3) 
al! iy 


hope thet these meetings will serve to broaden staff viewpoints end to 


‘ih = 


point the wey to new horizens. 


Respectfully submitted, 


af i Ceeeee O7 See 


Report of the Librarian for March, 1940. 


On the evening of March 28, the Woman's Kanawha Literary 
Society unveiled the bronze tablet which had been installed on the 
wall to the right of the Main Desk, commemorating the founding of 
the Library in 1908. Between forty and fifty persons attended the 
ceremonies, and the tablet was accepted by Mrs. Rummel on behalf 
of the Library Board and by Mr. Robertson on behalf of the Board of 
Education. Brief speeches were made by Mrs. Clark, Mr. Flinn, Wr. 
Connell and Mr. Mathews, of the Library Board, and by others. 

During the month, the Carbide Camera Club sponsored an 
exhibition of prize-winning photographs in the Library. ‘The Library 
maintained a display in the windows of an unoccupied store on Lee 
Street, calling attention to the new books and the services offered 
by the Library, for ten days. In the niches in the Lobby, the dis- 
play of Books for Lenten Reading was continued through Easter, with 
a display of the Library's collection of the letters of famous 
writers and historical figures. 

New tables and chairs have been acquired and placed in 
the three alcoves. This will definitely help to meet the demand 
for study room at peak periods. New stools have been purchased 
for use at the Main Desk. The Main Desk has also been rendered 
more efficient by the addition of bookcases placed directly at the 
rear of the space occupied by the desk. The handbooks, ready 


reference books, and ephemeral material which must be kept close at 


Pts i dei alee 


hand will now be within easy reach of the staff, and the cases will 
serve also to shut off the rear of the Lobby and make it suitable work 
space. A typewriter table will be installed here for use in circula- 
tion work. Formerly the assistant working on overdue notices, etc., 
was forced to carry the heavy borrowers registers to the street floor 
for this work and to carry them back. 

Floor cleaning fluids, waxes, and heavy waxing machines were 
demonstrated during the month by local representatives of supply houses. 
We are particulerly eager to preserve the new flooring by means of 
adequate daily care, and have purchased a quantity of satisfactory 
wax and a small buffing machine. The demonstrations with cleaning 
materials revealed that the lobby flooring and the linoleum in the 
reference room can be made quite presentable with proper materials 


and effort. 


Acquisitions. Four hundred and ninety books were acquired by pur- 
chase during the month. Of these, 316 were fiction, and 174 
were non-fiction. ‘The bulk of the fiction comprised replace- 
ments of older popular titles, rather than new works. How- 
ever, even this substantial addition leaves the fiction col- 
lection most inadequate. It is safe to say that at least 50% 
of it should be discarded as hopelessly soiled, dated, and 


worn out: books that have long since served their purpose. 


In the non-fiction, important titles include: 
The Statistical Abstract of the U.S. 
Bibliographic Index, 19359. 
Dictionary of American History, vols, lI & III. 
Harper's Encyclopedia of Art. 
Library of Literary Criticism, 8 vols. 
Laurence Vail Coleman's The Museum in America. 


F. J. Mather's Western European Painting of the 
Renaissance. 


The Diplomatic History of the American People. 


Twelve items were acquired for the Shakespeare col- 
lection, and several important works dealing with public library 
service. 

Donors during the month included: Mr. W. E. Chilton, Jdr., 
who gave a collection of 10 books by contemporary authors; Mrs. G.T. 
Thayer; the American Library Association; the Aetna Insurance Com- 
pany; the Standard Oil Company; and the United States Steel Corpora- 
tion. 

New periodicals include: ‘The Library Quarterly, The 
Southern Review, The Virginia Quarterly Review, Story Magazine, 


and West Virginia History. 


The Librarian has been invited by the President of the 
American Library Association to serve, with two other librarians, 
on the Resolutions Committee for the 62nd Annual Conference of the 


A. L. A., which will be held in Cincinnati May 26-50, and has been 


ey (Se Y 
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appointed by the West Virginia Library Association to serve as its 


official representative at the same meeting. 


Circulation. 
During March the total number of volumes issued for home 


use was 15,509. 


Main Library ee 


Juvenile------~----~+---------+-- 2,206 
" non-fiction---- 715 
"  fiction-------- 1,541 


Crescent Center 240 
Bookmobile 1, 962. 


Garnet Branch ay HAYS 


New registrations, 244 


Respectfully submitted, 


C kale. COG S2c ae 


Librarian 
® April 5, 1940 


Report of the Librarian for April, 1940 


The Library was open for circulation 26 days during the 


month. The book circulation was as follows: 


Circulation: Main Library 


Adult non-fiction 3285 
bs fiction SELL 
Juvenile non-fiction 690 
" fiction 1559 
Total: 10,978 
Bookmobile 2346 | 
Crescent Center 252 


Garnet Branch FET 
Grand total: ES S293 


The exhibit which was arranged in observance of the 500th 
Anniversary of the Invention of Printing was the outstanding 
event of the month. It was on view from April 13 through 
April 27. The Library is indebted to Mr. James Loop of the 
Printing Department of the Charleston High School for his 
invaluable aid in arranging the exhibit, which was 
sponsored jointy by the Library, the Printing Department, 
and the Charleston Typographical Union. Posters Pucmtched 
by the Union were distributed through the county by tie 
Bookmobile; the two local papers carried stories; and about 
one hundred invitations were mailed to prominent city and 
ounnty resident sina leaves from famous Bibles dating 


from the 12th to the 20th century; a group of leaves from 
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‘ illuminated manuscripts of the 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th 


centuries; early and rare books from the Library's collec- 
tion; and examples of early printing in West Virginia were 
displayed. Dr. Abpha Owens, Roy Bird Cook, the State 
Department of Archives and History, and others, generously 
made available some of the most interesting items. Lack 


of space prevented our accepting many offersof material. 


During April the Library began the closing of the building 
on Sundays. No Pavtcennes response has been felt. 

Mr. William Phillips, a student at Charleston High School, 
began work on April lst as afternoon page and book-shelver. 

Crescent Center was discontinued as a branch of the 
Library on April 30th. For at least the month of May it will 
be operated by a private agency, and the Library's books 
are remaining as a temporary loan collection. 
Acquisitions . 432 titles were acquired by purchase during the 
month. Of these, 223 were adult EXRRi® non-fiction, 33 were 
adult fiction, and 176 were juvenile. About one-half of the 
current periodical subscription list was renewed.during the 
month: the list is so made up that one-half is renewed 


during the winter and one-half in the spring. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Chak. om (/ autle, 


Librarian 
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KANAWHA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


% CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 
HARLES E, BUTLER, Librarian 
Report of the Librarian for May and June, 1940 


The Library was open for service twenty-six days during May, and 


twenty-five days during June. The book circulation was as follows: 


Circulation 
May, 1940 
Main Library 
Adult non-fiction oe ae C2720) 
n wPriétion BOeS £4715) 
Juvenile non-fiction 193 (541) 
n fiction 1460 (1352) 
Total 9,985 (9332) 
Bookmobile Wooo) Ck 3e) pi 
Gafnet Branch 393 
Grand total bp re ie 
June, 1940 
Main Library 
Adult non-fiction 24:3: «(252x) 
" fiction 4971 (5159) 
Juvenile non-fiction 645. (69% ) 
" fiction 1804 (1763) 
Total 10,336 (10,140) 
Bookmobile 10724 61108} 
Garnet Branch 1406 (1212) 


Grand total 12,823 \{245°G) 
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KANAWHA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 


4JARLES E. BUTLER, Librarian 


a 


The Librarian was absent from May 23rd to June 6th, attending 
the annual conference of the American Library Association in 
Cincinnati and the special three-day Institute for County 
Librarians which preceded the Conference. Mr. Simmons and Mrs. 
Miner of the staff were also in attendance, the former for the 
entire week of the Conference and Mipg, Miner for the first 
three days. About 3200 librarians, trustees and members of the 
book trade registered at the Conference. Some 62 regular 
meetings were scheduled during the week. The three staff 
members managed to cover quite a few of these in addition to 
checking on the extensive exhibits and visiting local libraries. 
During June the Charleston Camera Club held an exhibit of the 
work of its members, and during May the work of the students of 


the Art Department of Morris Harvey College was on display. 


Miss Collins of the staff left on June 15th to attend the 
summer session at the library school of George Peabody College 
for Teachers at Nashville. She is studying advanced cataloging, 


and will return to the Library on July 20. 


Revisions of the Library's records and book collection are 
proceeding slowly. The file of card-holders is being weeded and 
brought up to date, and new borrowers cards are being issued. 
The new cards are the identification type, and in addition to 
being more conveniently carried by library patrons, their use 
eliminates considerable clerical work. Theyhave to be replaced 


only when lost by the patron, instead of needing replacement 


after about thirty books have been ckecked out. 
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KANAWHA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 


JARLES E. BUTLER, Librarian 


Approximately five hundred books have been withdrawn from the 
active collection. It is not quite correct to designate them 
as "active™ since many of them had not circulated for ten and 
fifteen years. The majority were hopelessly soiled and worn, 
and either had been rebound or were not worth re-binding. 
Several hundred more, from the accumulation of gifts over many 
years, were discarded after examination. The bulk of the 
withdrawals were donated to the Union Mission. We considered 
giving many of them to various institutions and needy 
libraries in the county and state, but it was our considered 
opinion that they were past use. The Union Mission can sell 
some of them and the rest can be baled and sold for paper. 
This activity will continue for some months, until all useless 
material has been weeded out, and we hope to make consideration 
of the book collection a regular and continuing part of our 


routine. 


Acquisitions 

During the past two months the Library has acquired by purchase 
655 volumes. Of these, 412 are non-fiction, and 243 are fiction. 
419 volumes have been rebound. The bulk of the fiction purchased 
is not current ephemera, but replacements of standard classics 
and works by extablished modern novelists, such as George “ites. 
Hawthorne, Hardy, Conrad, Proust, H.G. Wells, etc. We have 
continued, of course, to add desirable current titles. 


Respectfully submitted, 


July 12, 1940 C take, C. 7 dechler 
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Report of the Librarian for July and 
August, 1940. 


For the month of July the book circulation was as follows: 
Boys! and Girls! Department 
Non-Fiction---~-----+ 542 (488) 


Pie tine sos- see ke 5 1674 (1747) 
Total---~---~-----~-~-~- 2,216 (2,235) 


Adult Department 


Non-Fiction-~-—----—- 2993 (2559) 
Fiction------------- 5390 (5665) 

Fic ied ni NNR Baas SA 8,383 (8,224) 
Beckmobliles—-- 44 <0 2546 (2141) 
Garnett Branch----- L557) (2560) 

Grand total----------- La, 502) 145260) 


For August: 
Boys! and Girls' Department 
Non-Fiction------- 359 (409) 
Fiction----------- 1296 (1641) 
Total--~---+-~~-~-~----- bos) Voe, O60) 


Adult Department 


Non-Fiction------- 2767 (2646) 
Ei ctieney- e220 5 5652 (5803) | 
ope moe oe 8,599 (8,449) 
Bookmobile---~---------- 2168 © 027354) 
Garnett Branch--------- 1251 
Grand total:----- 13,443 (13,574) 


The figures in parentheses indicate the totals for July and 
August of 19539. 


Re-registration of active borrowers and the issuing 
of new cards, which was begun the first week in July, is continuing. 
About 1200 active borrowers have been re-registered. This of course 
is only part of the number of persons who have used the Library during 
the period. RKe-registering takes extra time, and the staff is not 
able to handle each patron who presents an old card. This work will 
continue until the card-holders file is an accurate and complete 


record) of,our patrons. 


Staff. 
The vacation schedule has been completed except for one 
member of the staff. The Librarian attended the University of 
Chicago Graduate Library School's summer Institute from July 29 to 
August 9, and was on vacation until August 27. Miss Helen Mosser 
was on leave of absence during July, and following her vacation 
during the first two weeks in August, chose to have her release 
take effect then. Miss Letitia Ferguson will replace her on Sep- 


tember 9, as head of the newly-created Circulation Department. 


Boys' and Girls' Department. 


Story telling programs continued during the summer, on 
Saturdays at ten-thirty. Miss Iris Knight and Mrs. Jerry Mitchell 
assisted members of the staff in conducting the programs. A summer 
book club, which began with fifty-four members, was conducted, with 
book discussions and other activities. The Department was used by a 
large number of Morris Harvey summer students for courses in Child- 
ren's literature. Upon the suggestion of Dr. Wise, City Health 


Commissioner, the Boys! and Girls' Room was closed on August 30, 


to guard against possible spread of infantile paralysis. The room 


will remain closed to the children until the opening of school. 


Publicity. A display was planned and built for the West Virginia 
Fair, but was not used because of the cancellation of the event. The 
display will be used in the exhibit windows of the Telephone Building 


in October. 


Acquisitions. 

During July and August 187 volumes were acquired by pur- 
chase. Of these, 165 are non-fiction, and 21 are fiction. 87 vol- 
umes were rebound. Outstanding titles are: A Study of History, 
Professor Toynbee's monumental 6 volume work; Volume Two of the 
Dictionary of American English; John Anderson's history of 
The American Theatre; New England: Indian Summer, by Brooks; 
two volumes of America's Lost Plays; the 1940 edition of 
American Colleges and Universities, issued by the American Council 


on Education; the Longmans Green editions of the Chamber Music of 


| Beethoven, Schubert, Mozart, Brahms and Haydn; and the new edition of 


Chambers! Cyclopedia of English Literature, in 3 volumes. 

428 worn out volumes were discarded, 

Gifts have been received from: Mr. Douglas McNeill; 
Mrs. C. W. Crislip; The National Coffee Department of Brazil; The 
German Library of Information; Mrs. W. L. Smith; Mr. Jack Maurice; 
Mrs. Alice P. Cain; Mr. James Emery Brooks; and others, 


The South Charleston Police Department apprehended two 


men who had mutilated and sold four library books on August 19. 


- The books were checked out on the card of one of the offenders, 


i 


‘library loan from the Library of Congress and the Library of the 


iversity of Michigan for two city patrons. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Charles hl vs 


L: 
| Report of the Librarian for September, 1940. 


September was a quiet month on the whole, as far as 
public activity was concerned. The circulation showed a slight 
downward curve. This may have been due to the infantile paralysis 
epidemic, since many parents who use the library have no one with 
whom to leave their children and as a result came less frequently. 
The postponement of the opening of the county schools was undoubt- 
edly another factor. Morris Harvey opened on September 12, and the 
library staff has observed a small decrease in the number of college 
students making use of our collection. We hope this indicates that 
the college library's collection is being made more adequate. It 
is too early to be able to say whether the improvement in business, 
due to the stimulation of war industries, will have a more extended 
effect on circulation. In the past, libraries throughout the coun- 
try have noted that as business and industry improve, circvlation 


figures drop. 


Circulation statistics for September 1940. 


tah Rieandieet GES 
Children's department. 
Open only one day, September 30. 


Non-fiction 11 (433) 
Fiction 33 (1314) 
Total 44 Pa) 


Adult department. 


Non-fiction 2401 (2668) 
Fiction 5268 (5332) 


Total 7669 (8000) 
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Total of 
Main department Tia ly ¢e747) 
Bookmobile TOVG? FLT) 
Garnet Branch L026. bbS07) 
Grand total: EOo 7147) (Le, 267) 


Figures in parentheses are for September, 1939. 


Miss Ferguson joined the staff on September 9, and Miss 
Wilson on September 19. Miss Quarrier, whom the latter is replacing 
during the fiscal year, enrolled in the Library School of William and 


Mary during the month. She will be there until the middle of June. 


Building. 


The broken filter glass in the interior sky lights on the 


third floor was replaced at the request of Morris Harvey. 


Exhibits. 

A display of prize-winning photographs was on view for 
two weeks, sponsored by the Carbide and Carbon Camera Club. New 
titles, a group of books on the United States, and biographies of the 
Presidents were featured in the display niches in the lobby during 
the month. 

Re-registration of borrowers is continuing. An encourage 
ing increase in the number of new patrons has been noticed. During 
September 521 persons applied for cards at the Main Library. Only when 
re-registration has been completed will we be able to estimate the 


percentage of the population registered as active borrowers. For the 


45 cities in our population group which report to the American Library 
ons ation, the median is 29%. Whether we will be above or below 
this figure, it is impossible to say. The number of registered bor- 
rowers does not, of course, tell the entire story of a library's in- 
fluence. Information given by telephone, the atmosphere itself, 
_those who read in the building rather than take books to less pleasant 
ois - all these phases are perhaps as important as those which can 


be measured and plotted on a graph. 


Acquisitions. 


65¢ volumes were acquired by purchase during September, 
Dat a total cost of $666.06. Of these, 215 were adult non-fiction, 
69 adult fiction, and 67 juvenile. Gifts were received from Miss 
Lisa Spilman, Mr. S. F. Musselman, Mr. and Mrs. Colin Clements, 
Mrs. Harry Porter, The American Tobacco Co., and the National Soap 


- Sculpture Committee. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Charthe Co TAeLhey 
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Report of the Librarian for October, 1940. 


The Library was open 27 days during the month. The book 


1940. 


Circulation October, 


Main Department 


Boys! and Girls! Dept. 


1940 

Non-fiction 605 

Fiction 878 
RoGE lL. 1,483 

Adult Dept. 

‘ Non-fiction 0,045 

Fiction 5,004 
y Total Siow ald 
F Total for Main Dept. 10,060 
Bookmobile 2,114 
Garnet Branch 1,472 
| Loan to Crescent Center 54 
Grand total 13,700 


1959 


599° 


pi 


045 


eis 
5,401 


2,142 


8,424 
10,566 

2,109. 
testy 
309 


14,495 


This total is approximately 800 less than for October, 
1939. The decline is largely in the Boys' and Girls! Department, 


which may still be feeling the effects of the infantile paralysis 


epidemic. A slight increase was noted in the Adult Department, es- 
pecially in the non-fiction books. There was a gain of approximately 


©000 over last month. 


el2 new borrowers were registered. 


Building. Thorough repair of the roof of the building was begun 
by the Board of Education. This work, which has been badly needed, 

is now in progress. Bids have been asked on painting of the in- 
terior and exterior window frames on the second and third floors, 

e d on repairs to the sidewalks surrounding the building. The West 
Virginia Heating and Plumbing Company was directed to furnish and in- 
stall a new vacuum pump in the boiler room, and a new water storage 
tank. The present tank is dangerously dilapidated. The boiler has 
been in need of new pumps for some eee The cost of the vacuum 
pomp and the tank will be $621.00. 

i 


i 
i 


The front doors, several of the windows, the entrance 
steps and balustrades, and the sidewalk were badly marked with whitewash 
gi the night of October 30, presumably by out-of-town enthusiasts of 

fhe college whose football team will play Morris Harvey on November 2. 
to permanent damage was done, but it is regrettable that a public build- 
ing should bear the brunt of a misdirected collegiate rivalry. 

7 The seven-day fiction collection, for which there was a 


Brerze of five cents a week, has been discontinued. All circulation 


books are now free. 


A small, balanced collection of books was sent to Crescent 
Center. These will circulate from the Center for an eight-week period, 
at the end of which time they will be returned here and a new collection 
deposited. A permanent collection of reference books, unusable here, 


was also sent. 
) 


An exhibit of black prints by Blanche Lazzell was on 
view for three weeks, sponsored by the West Virginia Allied Artists 


Association. It was well patronized. 


| In accordance with the action of the Board in April, 


Mrs. Smithy was released as a member of the Library staff on October 


ps. 


A conference was held with representatives of the Baker 
Equipment Company and the Gerstenlager Co., truck body manufacturers, 
regarding the new bookmobile. The bookmobile will be delivered probably 


sometime in November. 


| Progress has been made in the work on the West Virginia 
pamphlet collection. The entire collection has been sorted and arranged 
fin pamphlet boxes. Most valuable among these pamphlets are those deal- 
ing with the West Virginia mounds entitled Who Were the Mound Builders?; 


a en 


Preserved?, and Some local archaeology: a _paper_ read before the W. Vae 


Historical and antiquarian society in 1898. The scarcity of material 


on the West Virginia mounds combined with the fact that the pamphlets 
are out of print, increases their value. A folder containing pictures 


of early West Virginia buildings, many of which are no longer standing, 


is of historical interest. A title check-list of each pamphlet has 
Been typed. 

ai sitions. A total of 577 volumes were acquired by purchase 
fing October, at a cost of erase.” /c AG, OS 

f The most outstanding were the 73 volume set of The 
Travels and Explorations of the Jesuit Missionaries in New France, 
1610-1791, edited by Thwaites, and Early Western Travels, 1748-1846, 
edited by Thwaites, in 51 volumes. Both of these collections of 
Bereinal narratives are of great historical and literary significance, 


and the Library has added considerably to its value in acquiring them. 


tn ee 


also acquired, as well as seven West Virginia county histories. 


Gifts have been received from the Windermere Press, New 
York City; the Brookgreen Gardens, Georgetown, South Carolina; Miss 
Wilma Buckley; the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching; 


and the Southern Railway Company. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Chace, C. TE Beey 


Report ef the Librarian for 


ab oS 


evember, 1940. 


The Library was open 24 days during the month. The book 


circulation was as follows: 


Circulation November, 1940 


Main Department 


f Boys! and Girls' Dept. 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Yotal 


Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
. Tetal 


Total for main dept. 


- Bookmobile 
Garnet Branch Library 
*Crescent Center Library 


Grand Total 


The total is approximately 1,300 less than that for 


November, 1939. There was a slight increase in the Adult Department, 


as there was in October over the same month of 1939, but the Boys' 


is branch has been discontinued. 


and Girls Department, The Bookmobile, and Garnet Branch all registered 
decreases. These decreases, along with the loss of the small cirulation 


from Crescent Center Branch, prebably accounts for the loss. 


One hundred and eighty-one new borrowers were registered, 
Brie iudine 24 with the Bookmobile. This continues to be encouraging: 
j A tetal or tet new borrowers have enrolled since September 1. It is 
j our hope that these new registrations will off-set the inevitable 
Pareppine away of those borrowers who read nothing but the most 
ephemeral rietied and who have begun to find the book collection not 
built according to their tastes. 

Miss Virginia Kiser and Mrs. Barbara Stone Kekwick were 
added to the staff on November 1. Mrs. Kekwick is assisting in the 
Beys' and Girls’ Department on Saturdays: Miss Kiser does general 
clerical work in addition to acting as the Librarian's secretary and 
typist in the Catalog Department. A gratifying increase in the output 
ef the Catalog Department has been evident. 

An exhibit of international prize-winning photographs, 
sponsored by the Carbide Camera Club, was on display for two weeks. 
Discussions were held with the President of the Allied Artists of 
West Virginia, with the result that a definite schedule of exhibits, 
sponsored by the group, will be on view during the next six months. 
Travelling exhibits, as well as the work of selected local and regional 
artists, Will be secured. 
| The Librarian, Miss Ferguson, and Mr. Simmons attended the 
] meeting of the W. Va. Library Association in Huntington on November &. 
The Librarian was again appointed the representative at the meetings 
: of the American Library Asseciatien. 

The Librarian went to Wooster, Ohio, where the new Bookmobile 


is being built. The factory representative reported that progress on 
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the truck body has been delayed and that in all probability it cannot 
be delivered until late in January. 

The re-designing of the Main Desk was begun on November 26. 
j A portion of the present desk will be used in the lobby for the return 
and renewal of books, and as an information desk, and another smaller 
portion will be used in the Main Reading Room for the Charging of books. 
girees. This arrangement, in addition to giving the lobby a more 
Spacious and attractive appearance, will facilitate our service to the 
public and eliminate a good deal of confusion. 

_ Building. The efficiency of the heating plant used by 

the Library has been increased by the installation of the new vacuum 
pump. The Library formerly used a two-motor system, which although 
efficient in its day, had become obsolete. During the past year the 
old system had been repaired many times. These repairs were only 
temporary, because due to age Produ were subject to numerous break 
downs. Ae eaekiacerraoviess prevented the Library from furnishing 
adequate heat for upper floors of the building. A Hoffman vacuum pump 
of the latest design has replaced the old two-motor system. 

| A 100 gallon stonesteel storage tank has replaced the 

old galvanized tank. This new tank should give service for a long 
period of time. It will resist the chemical action of water, and will 
provide a sufficient supply of hot water for the entire building. 

The lighting system used in the Library Stack room has 
been greatly improved. This improvement was made possible by the 
installation of 27 Holophane units. This is a prism type of glass 


Shade which spreads the light without glare. Before this installation, 


ol 
LA ive 

yar 
iy : 


hh Fo hd oe eer 


Pine stack ee was using 2700 watts. With this new system it is now 
possible to achieve more efficient lighting on the books and also to 
prevent glare between the aisles. A saving of 1080 watts is possible 
because the new method uses only 1620 watts. A change was also made 
in, the electrical circuits which now permits the lights to be controlled, 
as needed, from a switch panel in the alcove just outside the ee room. 
‘This change makes possible an additional saving in electrical cuneate 
consumption. 
Acquisitions. A total of 654 volumes were acquired in the 
| Adult department during the month. 443 were non-fiction, at a cost of 
$989.78, and 211 were fiction, at a cost of $301.46. Expenditures for 
the Boys' and Girls' Department were $540.11, and for rebinding, 
Looe 20%, $1,969.11 was expended in all for books, binding and related 
materials. Among the more outstanding titles were:The Oxford History 
'~=«Of England; The Official Code of West Virginia; Bennett's Chemical 
| Formulary; Liddell's Greek-English Lexicon; the Catalogue of Goethe's 
Works published by Yale University; Shelley, written by White; and 
Brogan's France under the Republic. An adequate supply of such current 


| popular titles as Oliver Wiswell and For Whom the Bell Tolls are in 


» cireulation. 
Gifts have been received from Mr. Edward Tabler; Mr. Bayard 


Ennis; and George R. Wood. 


Respectfully submitted. 
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December 6, 1940 


Report of the Librarian for December 1940 


December was, as usual, one of the more quiet months of the 


year. The Library was open twenty-three days during the month, being 
closed all day Christmas and at 1 P.M. on Christmas Eve and New Years Eve. 


The book circulation was as follows: 


Circulation December, 1940 


Boys' and Girls’ Dept. 


1940 1939 
Non-fiction Weil L487 
Fiction T714 1249 
Poca laeeee 1. 5h5 Ray agt 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction eno 2 Uae, 
Fiction 3,710 SAIS 
| Total 6,422 6,857 
Garnet Branch 
| te Total acy hy soe 
Bookmobile Total 1,528 1,356 
| Crescent Center Branch ae 216 
Grand Total 10,842 11,699 


“Main Dept: Adult New 3163 


| 
: Bookmobile: 16 new 
| Garnet Branch: 18 new 


Ls 


! The Grand total is approximately $50 less than for December 
of 1939, all departments with the exception of the Bookmobile having shown 
a slight decrease. In the Adult Department the non-fiction circulation was 


higher than for the corresponding period a year ago. 


One hundred and seventy-nine new borrowers were registered, in- 


cluding sixteen with the Bookmobile. It may be asked, since the Library 
is consistently attracting new borrowers, why the circulation of books 
does not rise accordingly, and the answer, I believe, is that the circu- 
lation is of fewer but better books. It is increasingly difficult for the 
a eder of essentially worthless books to come in, spend a brief time here, 
and depart with six or eight mystery or love stories which can be read in 
as many hours. It is important, of course, for the Library to serve many 
more of the citizens of the community than it now serves, or has served 
in the past, and it is important for us to circulate more books. We 
ould have, without a doubt, shown an appreciable increase in circulation 
figures for the past months if we had observed less discrimination in 
book expenditures, but in the long run a solid and substantial growth is 
g be preferred. 

An exhibit of etchings and lithographs by contemporary artists 
was on display for two weeks. This was the first of the series sponsored 
by the Allied Artists of West Virginia. 

The exterior frames of all the second and third floor windows 
were painted, and the main service desk in the lobby was re-designed and 
refinished during the month. 

The Librarian attended the Mid-Winter Conference of the American 
Library Association in Chicago, from December 27-30. 

| 300 discarded books were given to the Morris Memorial Hospital. 
smaller group was given to the Union Mission. 

Four Story Hours were conducted by the Boys' and Girls’ Depart- 
ment. There was an average attendance of 9 children at each. 

Three hundred and thirty-three volumes were acquired by purchase 


during December. Of these, 213 were non-fiction and one hundred and 
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Respectfully submitted. 
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Report of the Librarian for January, 1941 


The Library was open twenty-six days during the month. The 


-book circulation was as follows: 


Circulation January, 1941 


Boys! and Girls' De be 
poys” and Vitis” Vvepry 


1941 1940 
Non-fiction 867 185 
Fiction 981 ey 
Total 1,848 e322 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 4,016 3,165 
Fiction 5,488 6 ,066 
Total 9,504 a eou 
Total for Main 
Dept. iD OS ere 13,063 
Bookmobile: 2,070 a, L74 
Garnet Branch: OD Ices 
Crescent Center: - --- 287 
Grand Total 14,997 LSA? 


The grand total, while over 4,000 higher than December's, is 
approximately 250 less than that for January, 1940. Garnet Branch and 
the Bookmobile registered slight declines; the Boys' and Girls' Depart- 
ment remained about the same; the Adult Department registered an increase 
of approximately 275. The non-fiction circulation was over 800 higher 
than for January, 1940. 

The new bookmobile was put into operation on January 23rd. Its 
main features are a greatly increased book capacity, with all interior 


_ Shelving. 


| An interview with the Librarian was broadcast over W.C.H.S. from 
the Bookmobile, which was parked at the front of the Library, on Saturday, 
January 25th at 8:30 P.M. 

Staff Four staff members were ill during the recent influenza 

epidemic, and Mr. Phillips, the afternoon page, who was inducted 

into the Army, was replaced by Ray Jones, a student at Stonewall 
Jackson. We are continuning to avail ourselves of the part-time 
services of two Morris Harvey N.Y.A. students, and of one other 
student who is doing practice work preparatory to library school 
attendance. 

The series of exhibits sponsored jointly by the Library and the 
Allied Artists. of W. Va. was continued with a two-week showing of water- 
colors by Milo Winter. ‘The series will continue until June. 

Dr. Wood, a member of the Library Board since 1934 ; 
| diea on January 9th. He had been in ill health for some months. 
| Re-registration of borrowers is continuing. Over 3,200 new type 
cards have been issued. It will probably be many months before this is 
Se anished, since it is being done in connection with general circulation 
activities. One hundred and sixty-five borrowers were re-registered. 
A total of 295 new borrowers were issued cards during the month. 
In the Adult Department, 484 volumes were acquired by purchase. 
of these, 349 were non-fiction and 135 were fiction. $1,732,54 was 
Ber perded. The breakdown is as follows: 
| Adult Department 

Volumes 484 


Non-fiction 349 
Fi etion P35 


Titties’ 417 


Non-fiction 318 
Fietion 99 


> 


>. ‘ 
CONG 


Costs 


Non-fiction aeeeee7028808 2 $ 126s. 16 


Fiction eoeoveve702028027220298380 209.51 

OS UAMO is cele vis 4 0'w 6 cte\e wists AALS 

GU OUI sles «s « 6 ore elalene 87.93 

Foreign Language Books . 36255 

PErUGGT CAL Gi sis s cccsle weles 187.48 

qeeni ye Department ......ees 14.69 
Total Poly a2. 54 


768 books were accessioned during the month, and 797 volumes, 
(582) titles) were catalogued. We are slowly beginning to diminish the 
large accumulation of gift material which has been on hand, in many cases, 
for some years. The tendency has been to allow this material to wait 
| while current titles are worked on, and to some extent this practice must 
necessarily be continued. We hope, however, to give an increased amount 
) of time to these books which have been in storage. 
) Gifts were received from the British Library of Information; 


| Carbon 
Morris Harvey College; and the Carbide and/Chemicals Corporation. 


Respectfully submitted. 
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Report of the Librarian for February, 1941 


The Library was open for circulation 24 days during the month. 


The circulation of books for the whole system was 14,917, eighty less 


than that of January. 


increased over February of 1940, 


dred less. 


Non-fiction in both adult and juvenile books 
although the total is some eight hun- 


A detailed account of circulation follows: 


Circulation for February, 1941 


Boys' & Girls' Dept. 


NonsFiction 
Fiction 


Total 


Adult Department 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 


Total 
Crescent Branch 


Bookmobile 
Adult 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 


JUV. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Grand Total 


Garnett Branch 


Adult 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 


of Vs 

Non-fiction 

Fiction 
Total 
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1941 


1,088 
1,094 


3,812 


pare WA", 


267 


1,504 


85 
Pare 2 


366 
702 


306 
175 


1940 
644, 
Li Aas 
m 12 2,092 
3, 366 
gd eo 
8,985 92009 
388 
Ma od a 
4,30 
2,201 2,105 
1,949 1,886 
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Cards were issued to 382 new borrowers during February. This 
includes 73 in the Boys' and Girls' Department and 222 in the Adult 
Department. 426 old borrowers were re-registered. 

The staff has observed an increasing number of colored residents 
using the Library. In many instances they are high school students 
who should ordinarily be expected to draw upon Garnet Branch for standard 
books. This increased use of the Main Library may or may not be 
Significant. 

An exhibit from the Division of Graphic Arts of the Smithsonian 
Institution, sponsored by the Art Department of Morris Harvey College, 
was on view from February 18th to February 25th. The exhibit illustrated 
the processes of printing of woodcuts, line-engravings, etching, 
lithography and rotogravure. 

The Librarian spoke'on the work of the Library to the Literature 
Department of the Charleston Woman's Club on February 7, and to a 
fellowship group of St. John's Church on February 19. 

344 volumes were acquired by purchase during the month. Of 
these, 278 were non-fiction and 66 were fiction. 529 volumes were 
catalogued and placed on the shelves. Among the more outstanding 
titles were: A Manual of Municipal and County Parks, edited by L. H. 
Weir; Horizons Unlimited, by Paul Johnston; The American Notebooks of 
Dee i uewthorne, edited by R. Stewart; and the six-volume How 
America went to war, issued by Yale University Press. Titles most 
in demand are: Hitler's Mein Kampf; Hemingway's For whom the bell 
tolls; Anne Lindbergh's The wave of the future. 

A file of Bulletins of the Garden Club of America, 1921-1940, 


was received as a gift from Mrs. Robert McCabe. 


Respectfully submitted 
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Report of the Librarian for March, 1941 


The library was open 26 days during the month. The circula- 
tion was as follows: 
Circulation Record - March, 1941 
Main Department: — 1940-41 | 


Adult Division 


Non-fiction 4166 (Seas) 
Fiction 5552 ( 5703} 
Total 9718 (9020) 
Boy's & Girlst Dept. 
Non-fiction 1338 ( FLs) 
Fiction 1098 (T5421) 
Total 2431 (2256) 
Main Dept. Total 12,149 Ci. 2°76} 
Non-fiction 5499 
Fiction 6650 
Bookmobile 
Children 
Non-fiction 96 ( 66) 
Fiction 427 (316) 
Total 523 (382) 
Adult 
Non-fiction 302 (204) 
Fiction 1742 (1536) 
Total. LOLs (1740) 


Non-fiction 398 
Fiction 2159 


Grand total 2567 (222) 


Crescent Center (24.0) 
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Garnett Branch Library 
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Children 
Non-fiction 387 
Fiction 192 
Adult 
Non-fcition pat a 
Fiction fing 
Total Non-fiction 864 
Fiction 909 
Grant Total v7, Ee.) 
GRAND TOTAL: 16,489 (15,449) 


190 new patrons were registered as borrowers during the month. 
Of these, 87 were in the Adult Department of the Main Library; 39 
were in the Boys' and Girls! Department; and 42 were with the Bookmobile. 
176 re-registrations were affected. 

The circulation was more than 1000 hightér than for March of 
1940, and was some 1500 above hast month's. Increases were noted in 
all departments with the exception of Garnet Branch. 

900 annotated booklists dealing with "Industrial Training 
for National Defense," edepaned by the American Library Association, 
were given to the Kanawha County Vocational Education Director for 
distribution to students in the industrial training ckasses for national 
defense. Copies of the list are also available in the library. 

Two exhibits were on view during the month. The first was 
one of the series sponsored jointly by the Library and the Allied 
Artists of West Virginia, and eonsisted of drawings by Mr. Joseph Hugh. 
The second was a selection of prize-winning Leena ae in the National 
Newspaper Amateur Snapshot contest. 

Special displays of books for Lenten reading and books on 


gardening were placed in the hi¢hes in the lobby 
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Acquisitions. In the Adult Department, 706 volumes were 
acquired by purchase and accessioned during March. 513 volumes were 
catalogued and placed on the shelves. Noteworthy additions to the 
Library's collection during the month include: The Illustrated London 
News, 1843-1939; The Quarterly Review, 1809-1939; Encyclopedia of 
Canada; The Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature; A History 
of the United States, by John Hicks; America's Lost Plays, Volume 10; 
Cobbett's State Trials, 1163-1820, 34 vols.; Chronicles and Memorials 
of Great Britain and Ireland, (264 volumes); Publications of the 
Bibliographical Society (86 volumes). 209 volumes were received in 
the Boys' and Girls' Department. 

A miscellaneous collection of approximately 800 volumes on 
medicine and mecical history, and 100 pamphlet boxes, were received 
as gifts from the West Virginia Medical Association. Other gifts 
were received from the Carbide and Carbon Shontvate Corporation; 


Mrs. Trelease; and Mr. Apsted. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Registration of Borrowers, March 


1941 
Main Department 
Adult Division 
New Borrowers $7 
Re-reg. " 158 


Boys! & Girls' Dept. 


New Borrowers 39 
Re-reg. " 


Bookmobile 
New Borrowers pe 
Re-reg. " 18 
Garnet Branch Library 
New Borrowers 32 
Re-reg. "* 
TOTAL 


New Borrowers 
Re.Reg. * 


190 
176 


ores aioe 


haan welt | 
id -s9%-or . [ 


jean tala ko 8 ee 


erowortoe wel 
7? 


etewortod well 
" .3eT-9F 


~std £1 donssd te 


Btewotvrod well 
 2eT<08 


Oe L Btewotrot well 
avs " ,Ref eH 


Report of the Librarian for April, 1941 


The Library was open 26 days during the month. The 


| 


book circulation was as follows: 
Circulation Record - April, 1941 
Main Department 


Adult Division 


Non-fiction 3427 | 03265) 
Fiction 353 (5444) 
Total 7780 (8729) 
Boys' & Girls Dept. 
Non-Fiction 1059 ( 690) 
Fiction 900 (1559) 
Total 1959 (2249) 
Main Library 
Non-fiction L486 (3975) 
Fiction 5253 (7003) 
Total 9739 (10978) 
Bookmobile 
Juvenile 
Fiction 502 (401) 
Non-fiction 118 (100) 
Total 620 (501) 
Adult 
Fiction Toke ( 206) 
Non-fiction 226 (1639) 
Total 1768 (1845) 
Total Bookmobile 2388 (2346) 
Garnet Branch 
Juvenile 
- Fiction so 
Non-fiction a de 
Total 1.67 
Adult 
Fiction 588 
Non-fiction 169 
Torel 32057 
Prange OEM oe ew ke, 13651 (15293) 
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An exhibition of water colors by local artists, the 
fifth in the series sponsored jointly by the Library and the Allied 
Artists of W. Va., was on view for two weeks. Special book displays 
on Gardens, Photography, and Americana were featured in the niches 
in the lobby. 

The Librarian participated in a district meeting of the 
W. Va. Library Association held here on April 26th. Twenty-eight 
librarians, from five counties, were present. 

201 new patrons were enrolled during April; 135 in the 
Adult Department, 41 in the Boys'and Girls' Department, and 25 with 
the Bookmobile. 132 old patrons were re-registered. 

419 new volumes were acquired by purchase; 239 in the 
Adult Department and 180 in the Boys' and Girls' Department. 485 
titles, comprising 591 volumes, were added to the active Adult 


Collection. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report of the Librarian for May, 1941 


The Library was open 26 days during the month. Memorial 
_ Day was observed as a holiday. 
The total circulation for the month was 12,749, slightly 
higher than for May of 1940. 
114 patrons were re-registered, and 234 new borrowers, an 


average of almost 10 a day, were enrolled. 


Circulation for May, 1941 


Main Dept. 


Adult: Non-fie. 3055 (2571) 
Fiction LU (4942) 
Total Teh (7513) 
Boyss & Girls’ 
Dept: WNon-fic, 982 ( 493) 
Fiction 946 (1460) 
Total ) 1928 {1953} 
Total of Main Dept. 9159 (94,66) 


Bookmobile-Extension _ 
Adult: Non-fic. 228 CRAG 
Fiction 1379 (1211) 

Total 1607 (1360) 


Boys' & Girls! 
Non-fic. wae ( 66) 
Fietion 398 ( 
Total 475 (, 370) 
Total Bookmobile 2082 (1730) 


Garnet Branch 


Non-fic. G45 b Aba) 
Fiction 663 ( 979) 
Total of Garnet Br. 1508 (1393) 
GRAND TOTAL 
Non-fic. sie] (3693) 
| Fiction 7562 (8896) 
: RE THO (12,589) 
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Registration - May 
Adult - Main Re-Treg. 107 
New borrowers 146 


Boys't & Girls Dept. 
New Borrowers 50 


Garnet Branch " " aD 
Bookmobile ¥ * ie 
Re-regis. 14 
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The sixth and last of the series of art exhibits sponsored 
jointly by the Library and the Allied Artists of West Virginia was on 
view for two weeks. It consisted of small oils by Charleston painters. 

The Kanawha County Board of Education met in the Board Roon 
on May 15th. Members of the Board were conducted through the Library 
by staff members before the meeting, and the operations of the Library 
were reviewed with them. The Chairman of the Library Board and the 
Librarian presented the proposed budget for kee 1941-1942 to the 
Board of Education, and the Librarian presented reasons for the need 
of an increased staff. 

The Library received favorable newspaper publicity during 
the month: on May 15th the Gazette carried an editorial supporting the 
increased salary budget; and on May 31st a full page in the Daily Mail, 
with illustrations, effectively presented a sketch of the Library's service 
to the community. 

The Reference Librarian was on vacation for two weeks, and 
on May 31 Miss Wilson resigned to accept the position of librarian of 


the W. Va. Archives and History Department. 
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Five story hours, including one puppet show, were conducted 


by the Boys' and Girls't Department. The attendance ranged from 4 to 
a 

The Librarian enrolled as a charter member of the newly 
formed Kanawha Gounty Historical Society, representing the LLDPary , 
and has been appointed a member of the Board of Directors of the 
society, whose meetings will probably be held in the Library. The 
Library will probably be designated depository for the Seciety's 
collection as it develops. 

eel volumes were accessioned during May, and 315 volumes 
were catalogued and placed on the shelves. 

219 volumes were acquired by purchase, at a cost of 


$426.49, and 31 volumes were received from the bindery. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report of the Librarian for June and G25 LOLS 


The Book circulation for June, 1941, was 11,570, some 
1100 lower than that for May. The drop is due to the faet that the 
Bookmobile was not in operation for two weeks when the driver was 
on vacation. 


The book circulation for duly, 1941, was 12,923. 


Circulation for June, 194% 


Main Department 


Adult: 
Non-fic. 2793 (2413) 
Fiction 4550 (4971) 
Total 12e3 (7384) 
Boys’ & Girls" 
Non-fic. 1007 ( 645) 
Fiction 1294 (1804) 
Total 2301 (2449) 
Total Main Dept. 9644 (98 33) 


Bookmobile=Extension 


Adult: 
Non-fic, 56 69) 
Fiction 586 B27) 
Total 642 ( 896) 
Boys’ & Giris' 
Non-fic. 34 ( 20) 
Fiction 150 (\ 256) 
Total 17 be tlfaes| 
Total Bookmobile 816 (1072) 
Garnet Branch 
Non-fic., {sbi ( 491) 
Fiction 662 ( 915) 
Total Garnet Branch 1273 (2206) 
Grand Total 
Non-fic. 4401 (3638) 
Fiction 7232 (8673) 
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Registration 


Adult Department: Re-reg. 114 
New Bor. 274 


Boys' & Girls': Re-reg. 
New Bor. 66 
Garnet Branch: New Bor. 10 


Bookmobile: Re-reg. 2 
' New Bor. ab 


Total: 


Circulation for July, 1941 


Main Department 


Adult: 
Non-fic. 2928 
Fiction 1862 
Total 7790 


Boys' & Girls' 
Non-fic. 788 
Fiction 1060 
Total 1848 


Total Main Dept. 9638 
Bookmobile-Extension 
Adult: 


Fiction 1546 


Total 1700 
Boys' & Girlist 
Non-fic. 63 
Fiction 339 
Total LO? 


Total Bookmobile 2102 
Garnet Branch 


Non-fic. L434 
Fiction 7L9 


Total Garnet Branch 1183 
Grand Total | 


Nouw-fic¢c. 45973 
Fiction 8550 


Total 123923 


Re-reg. Tis 
New Borrowers 374 


(8383) 
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Registration 


Adult Department Re-reg. 218 
New Borrowers 209 


Boys! & Girls! Re-reg. 

New Borrowers L9 
Garnet Branch ” " ee 
Bookmobile Re-reg. 3} 


New Borrowers 36 Total: Re-reg. 226 
New Bor. 298 


Mr. Wren, Mr. Simmons and Miss Kiser of the staff were 
absent on vacation for two weeks each during the period covered by 
this report. The remainder of the staff will be on vacation at 
intervals during the next month. 

The Librarian was absent June 18-24 attending the 
conference of the American Library Association in Boston. Approximatel; 
4500 persons were registered in attendance. 

At its meeting on June 17 the Kanawha County Board of 
Hducation adopted the pudget as submitted by the Library Board 
calling for an increased staif. 

On July 7, Miss Isobel Bhelps Lynch joined the staff aw 


Head of the Adult Department, and Miss Frances Alderson will 


join the staff on August 17, in charge of the Bookmobile. She will 
have the title of Head of the Extension Department. 

Miss Elizabeth Quarrier returned from her year's leave 
at the Library school of the College of William and Mary in June. 

On July 18 the Librarian had a conference with Mr. Miles 
Jefferson, vice-chairman of the Garnet Branch Library Board, con- 
cerning the affairs of Garnet Branch. The Librarian made suggestions 


about a Board survey of the management and routines of the Branch, 
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and Mr. Jefferson expressed the hope that such a study could be 
made. 

New procedures have been set up for the following routines 
at the Main Library: Registration, Overdues, Reserves, Renewals, 
and Beueiae. All routines are being studied and revised, and 
will be outlined in a Staff Manual. We hope to have the manual 
in final form within the next few months. 

During July all members of the staff applied for member- 
ship in the State Teachers' Retirement System. Applications 
have not yet been acted upon, but we have reasonable assurance that 
they will be approved. The System provides for an annual deduction of 
4% from salaries, which sum is matched by the State. Any member 
who has attained the age of sixty years or who has had thirty-five 
years of total service shall be eligible. Credit for prior service 
may be granted. 

568 volumes were accessioned during June and July, and 
563 volumes were catalogued and placed on the shelves. 

In June 245 volumes were acquired by purchase at a cost 
of $495.82, and 44 volumes were received from the bindery. In 
July, 195 volumes were acquired by purchase at a cost of $589.43, and 


193 volumes were received from the bindery. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Chaele, €. Ceitler_ 
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Report of the Librarian for August and September, 1941 


246 new borrowers.,were registered during August, and 539 
during September. Re-registration of borrowers already holding cards 
has continued, 601 having been re-registered during the two-month 
period, 


The circulation was as follows: 


Cireulation for August, 1941 


Main Department 


Adult: 
Non-fic. 2847 (2767) 
Fiction 4684 (5632) 
Total Tod. (8399) 
Boys! & Girls! 
Non-fic. 75h ( 359) 
Fiction 973 (1296) 
Total a oe (1655) 
Total Main Dept. 9258 (10054) 
Bookmobile-Extension 
Adult: 
Non-fic. a77 ( 143) 
Fiction 1440 (1670) 
Total 1617 (1813) 
Boys' & Girls’ 
Non-fic. 60 & 2 
Fiction 343 { 282) 
Total 1.03 . 325) 
Total Bookmobile 2020 (2138) 
Garnet Branch 
Non-fic. 353 ae 
Fiction 761 ( 878) 
Total of Garnet Be LLL (1251) 
Grand Total Non-fic. L191 (3685) 
apa i et Fiction 8201 (9758) 


Total 12,392 (13,443) 
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Registration 


Adult Dept. Rewreg. (267 
New. Borrowers 158 


Boys’ & Girlis' Dept. 
Re-reeg. , 
New Borrowers x7 


Garnet Branch 


Re-reg. 
New Borrowers 2 
Bookmobile Re-reg. 25 
New Borrowers ee 


Total: Re-reg. 287 
New B. 246 


Circulation for September, EOL 


Main Department 


Adult: 
Non-fiec. 2905 (2401) 
Fiction 4232 (5268) 
Total Tlo7 (7669) 
Boys' & Girls' 
Non-fic. 719 fe 
Fiction 791 Boa 
Total 1510 (> eed 
Total Main Dept. 8647 eS 


Bookmobile-Extension 


Adult: 
Non-fic. 156 ( 153) 
Fiction 1335 (L542) 
Total 1491 (1694) 
Boys’ & Girls' 
Non-fic. 7 aes: 
Fiction LOL (237) 
Total 476 ( 2833 
Total Bookmobile 1967 (1975) 
Garnet Branch 
Non-fic. 588 Ra a 
Fiction 688 719 


Total Garnet Branch 1276 (1026) 
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Dn 
Grand Total: 
Non-fiction L440 (2886) 
Fiction 7450 (7828) 
Total 11,890 (Ee, 714) 
Registration 
Adult Dept. Re-reg. 283 
New. Bor.292 
Boys' & Girls' Re-reg. & 
New Bor. 33 
Garnet Branch Re-reg. 
New Bor. 19 
Bookmobile Re-reg. ip 
New.Bor. 195 Total: Re-reg. 314 


New B. 539 


During August, 449 volumes were acquired by purchase in 
the Adult Department, at cost of $858.61. $284.02 was expended for 
juvenile material, making a total of $1,142.63. During September, 
142 volumes were acquired by purchase in the Adult Dept.: a total 
of $826.16 was expended, including juvenile material and rebinding. 
$378.33 was expended for supplies during the two-month period, 

Adult Department 

Work has continued since July on all procedures, such as 
the binding and repair of books, fines, renewals, overdue books, regis- 
tration, etc. A plan for combining the registration records of 
the Extension and Adult Departments has been worked out, and the 
two departments are now working on a plan which will enable the staff 
of the Main Library to know what books are being used on the 
Bookmobile. In addition, in the Registration and Overdue books pro- 
cedures, the routines for both the Adult and the Boys' & Girls' Depts. 
have been coordinated so that all the clerical work will be done by 


the Adult Department staff. 
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Reference 

Since the first of August a daily record has been kept 
of research and quick reference questions. By 'research' is meant 
any question which requires professional or book knowledge help from 
a staff member; by ‘quick reference’ is meant information about the 
Library, direction in using the catalog, or suggestions as to the 
best book for a particular purpose. For August, 89 research questions 
and 167 quick reference questions were recorded; for September, 110 
research questions and 94 quick reference. At best these figures 
serve only as an indication of service, since completely accurate 
recording cannot be expected, and questions that have come through 
the mail have not been counted. 

Inventory 

An inventory of the book stock, the first since 1936, was 
begun August 3rd. It is necessarily a slow and tedious process, 
since the staff is checking at the time for errors in cataloging and 
classification. Some months will elapse before an exact report 
can be made. 

In the Preparations Department 482 volumes were accessioned 
in August, and 132 volumes were catalogued. In September, 171 volumes 
were accessioned, and 199 were catalogued and placed on the shelves. 

In the Boys' & Girls' Department during August and 

September, 285 new books were accessioned, and 240 were catalogued 
and placed on the shelves. Story hours were conducted each 
Saturday; the average attendance was 9. 

Gifts of books were received from Miss Virginia Hodges; 

Mrs. R. Fletcher Irwin; Mr. Joseph Beranek; Mr. J. M. Picton; the 


Carnegie Corporation; and The Aluminum Company of America. 
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Six members of the staff attended the annual meeting 
of the W. Va. Library Association at Jackson's Mill on September 
27th. The Librarian was elected President of the Association 
for the coming year, and Miss Alderson was elected Secretary. 

Miss Frances Alderson joined the staff on August 18th, 
as Head of the Extension Department and bookmobile librarian; 
and Miss Alma Baumeister began work on August 20th as assistant 


in the Adult Department. 
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Report of the Librarian for October, 1941 


General organization work has continued to absorb the attention 
of the Library Staff during periods not occupied in serving the 
public. While the addition of the four new professional persons will 
not, of course, be reflected in a rising of circulation figures for 
some time to come, their presence is quite apparent from an inside 
point of view. We are slowly but certainly putting the Library ona 
firm and thoughtfully considered base of operation, as far as pro- 
cedure is concerned. There remains a great deal to be done still 
before we can offer the Library to the public as a well-equipped 
and efficiently staffed institution, but our goal is at least not 
out of sight. 

The inventory of non-fiction books in the Circulation Division 
has proceeded as far as the 700's classification, or about two-thirds. 
It is going slowly because at the same time an attempt is being made 
to correct old errors in cataloging and classifying. Books are 
found listed under incorrect authors, and in the wrong classification, 
and we are even finding books for which there are no library records 
at all, although such books apparently went through the regular 
processes when they were acquired. All this has a direct bearing 
on reference service, the readers advisory service, and even on 
Simple circulation, and time must be spent in correcting it. 

The book stock, of course, continues to grow. 372 new books 
were acquired by purchase for the Adult Department during the month, 


and 84 by the Boys' and Girls' Department. 157 rebound books were 
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received from the bindery. A total of $1503.09 was expended. A 
rise in the price of new books is quite apparent, and all binderies 
have likewise increased prices. This will cut down the total number 
volumes to be acquired during the year. 

During October over half of the active Bookmobile applications 
for borrowers' cards have been copied. In the past no file of 
borrowers was carried on the Bookmobile, a fact which sometimes 
resulted in errors and confusion, but with the completion of the 
copying this will be corrected. The registration files in the Main 
Library will eventually contain in one alphabet a complete file of 
all Library users, adult, juvenile & county. 773 new borrowers were 
registered during the month, and 246 old borrowers were re-registered. 
Since the beginning of the Library's fiscal year, May lst, a total of 
2,473 new borrowers have been enrolled, certainly a most encouraging 
and healthy sign. Not all of them, of course, will remain users, 
Since the book collection is not yet large enough to meet their de- 


mands, but their interest in taking out cards is most encouraging. 


Coordination with the Catalog Department. 


Three hours weekly are now scheduled for the joint work of the 
Catalog Department and the Adult Department. In this period the 
new staff is attempting to assist by discussion of problems of re- 
classification and cataloging. Miss Collins and Miss Quarrier both 
lack organizing ability, and the Department is handicapped by this. 
We are now making use of the Wilson Company's Cataloging Service for 
as many non-fiction titles received by the Library as are available. 
It is hoped that the use of this service will speed up the cataloging 


processes. 
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Exhibits of books in the alcoves of the entrance hall during 
October have displayed books of poetry with the exhibit titles of 


"Discovering Poetry" and "October's Bright Blue Weather," and new 


non-fiction with an arrangement of book jackets on the bulletin 


boards. A special exhibit of books and authors mentioned in Houston 
Peterson's Open Forum lecture, "Good Books for Tired Brains," was 
displayed for a week after the lecture. At the time of the State. 
Education Association meeting, a local broadcasting station dis- 
played two posters for "The School of the Air of the Americans" 

and "The People's Platform." With these an appropriate collection 
of books was placed. | 

In the Circulation Division Reading Room several groups of 
paintings and pictures have been on exhibit. These have included 
the water colors of Mrs. Telle Q. Smith, pictures lent by the 
British Library of Information, and works of the Allied Artists. 

For the month of October 77 quick reference questions and 
127 research questions were recorded. 

The first of the eight drawers of the picture collection files 
has been revised and weeded. Of the estimated 300 pictures that 
remain in this section, about 250 have been subject headed and 
lettered. About 85 have been remounted or mended. The collection 
is not yet sufficiently revised to warrant publicizing its use. 

The total circulation for the month of October was 14,698, 


Slightly over 1000 more than that of October of last year. 
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Miss Leonore White joined the staff on October 1. A readers 
advisory service, similar to those of many other libraries of the 
country, will be developed under her direction. A corner of the 
Main Reading Room will be set up as her headquarters. 

Mr. Willard Wren, driver and operator of the Bookmobile since 
1934, resigned on October 31 to take up other work. A farewell tea 
was given for him by the Staff. Mr. Donald Midkiff of St. Albans 
is driving the Bookmobile at present. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian 


¢ a 


etebset A .f tedoto0 ao Tiade eft beatol etidW etomoel eatM 


eft Io aeitstdt{ reito yasm to eeodt o¢ teliate .oolvtes ytoelvbs 
sid To tentoo A .noigsetfb ted tebas beqoleveb ed LLiw .yadav0o 


-etetisuphsed ted as qu tea ed [itw mool gntbsef nism |. 


conte elidowfook eft Io totsteqgo bas tevizd ,mexW breLLiw aM. 

set [fowetst A .Atow tendo qu exes ot L€ tedodo0 10 beagiest ,AceL 

enad{i .42 to YIxbIM Blend «mM .Tede edd yd mid tot mevig eaw 

.tneaetd ts elidomiood elt gitviabh et 

~bettindua yiluttoeqeeh | 
LIS SS. cael 


ms itatd £1 


1a 


es ew 


Circulation for October, 1941 


(Figures in parenthesis are 


Main Library: October, 1940 figures) 
Adult 
Non-fic. 3284 (3243) 
Fiction A331 (5334) 
Total 7615 (8577) 
Boys! & Girls' 
Non-fic. 1170 ( 605) 
Fiction 927 ( 878) 
Total 2097 (1483) 
Total of Main Library: 9712 (10,060) 


Bookmobile-Extension: 


Adult 
Non-fic. 299 ( 161} 
Fiction 1587 (1625) 
Total 1886 (1786) 
Boys' & Girls' 
Non-fic. 391 , 55) 
Fiction 1257 ( 273} 
Total 1628 ( 328) 
Teacher circulation iW 
Total of Bookmobile: 355% (2114) 


Garnet Branch: 


Non-fic. 674 ( 564) 
Fiction 761 ( 908) 
Total of Garnet Branch 1435 C172) 
Grand Total: 
Non-fiction 5855 (4628 ) 
Fiction 8843 (9018) 
Total 14,698 (13,646) 
Crescent C. Loan 5h 
(13,700) 
Registration 
Adult Dept. Re-reg. 228 . 
New Bor. 271 
Boys'& Girls'pe-_reg, g 
New Bor. 59 
Garnet Branchy, reg, 0 Total: Re-reg. 246 
New Bor. 24 New Bor. 773 


Bookmobile Re-reg. 10 
New Bor. 419 
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Report of the Librarian for November, 1941 


A wider general public use of the Library has been apparent 
during the month. 514 new patrons were enrolled in the system, bring- 
ing the total since May lst to 2,987. It will take a larger book 
stock to hold these new borrowers, but we hope that a majority of them 
will sustain their interest in the Library. The circulation of books 
was 15,804, approximately 3000 greater than November of 1940. 

In the Adult Department, 440 volumes were acquired by purchase, 
and in the Boys' & Girls' Department, 94. $1244.10 was expended for 
books, periodicals and rebinding. Gifts were received from Dr. L. H. 
Burns; Thé Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.; the W. Va. Historical 
Records Survey; Mr. E.C. Tabler; the National Broadcasting Co.; and 
Dr. Ralph V. Merry. 410 new volumes were accessioned; of these 292 
were cataloged and placed on the shelves. 

$128.45 was expended for supplies and equipment. 

The Bookmobile records reflect an awareness of the new 
professional guidance. 123 new borrowers were enrolled during Noveniber, 
and requests are being received tox new stops. Miss Alderson is work- 
ing on a new two-week schedule, which in addition to providing for 
new stops will have other advantages, such as allowing more time for 
some of the larger communities. In South Charleston, for instance, 
the present schedule allows only the hour between 9:30 and 10:30 on 
Monday mornings. The circulation, naturally, has been almost minute. 
The projected schedule will provide for a three hour stop on Monday 


afternoon. 
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The problem of adjusting the book collection to the space 
available has continued to absorb the attention of the staff. The 
aim in this is to arrange all the material in the Library so that 
it will be most easily available to readers and the staff. Current 
magazines and newspapers have been moved from the large alcove ad- 
joining the Circulation Division to an alcove off the Reference 
Division, and now all current numbers together with unbound preceding 
issues are avialable on the open Shelves. All oversize art books are 
now shelved in the space occupied by current magazines. It is evident 
‘that additional space, for storage, for the active collection, and 
for the staff, will be needed before long. 

Book Week, November 3rd to November 9th, was observed in 
the Boys' and Girls' Department by displays of new books and visits 
to the Library by classes with their teachers. 

Re-registration of all juvenile card holders was begun 
during the month, and the use of a new type borrowers card, involving 
a less complicated method of issuing books, was instituted. A con- 
siderable amount of time was given by the Adult Department to this, 
both in preliminary study and in actual participation. 

Five story hours were conducted: the attendance ranged 
frem 13 to 27. 
Readers' Bureau 

Plans for the Readers' Bureau are taking shape. The Bureau 
will be the Library's attempt to institute a definite program to 
facilitate the Dirsatt of self-education by adults. Its function 
is to minister particularly to the wants of individuals interested 


in pursuing special lines of study -- who wish to read with some 
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continuity and in the expectation of intellectual growth. Close 
relations with other agencies in the county will be maintained. Lists 
have already been prepared for local groups interested in art and 
music, for a young business womens club, and for several individuals; 
and a general reading list has been compiled for mailing to all ticket 
holders of the Open Forum. 

| Talks on books and the library were given to local organizations 
by Miss White, Miss Alderson, and the Librarian. 

During November exhibits of books have included displays 

on "The United States and Japan in Asia!’ and "Propaganda in the United 
States" to supplement the Open Forum lectures, and "Juvenile Delinquency," 
in correlation with the Film Forum on the same subject. Under: the 
sponsorship of the Allied Artists, works of art including sctilpture, 
water colors, and prints have continued on exhibit. During Art Week, 
November 17-23, a state-wide sculpture exhibit was held. One of 
the peices, a terra cotta head entitled "Memories" by Miss Catharine 
Albright, whose father was architect of the library building, was 


purchased and presented to the Library by Mrs. 0. P. Fitzgerald. 


Respectfully submitted, 


O hurts, oie 


December 5, 1941 
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Circulation for November, 1941 


res in parenthesis are 1940 figures) 
MAIN LIBRARY: 
Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 3042 (2992) 
Fiction 4098 (4939) 
- Total 731 (7931) 


Boys' & Girls 


Non-fiction 1566 ( 973) 
Fiction Fer. (1063 
Total 2780 (2036) 
Total Main Library: 9911 (9967) 


| BOOKMOBILE-EXTENSION: 
Adult Dept. 
| 


Non-fiction 328 ed 25i 
Fiction 1528 (1278) 
Total 1876 (1403) 
Boys' & Girls 
Non-fiction Lok i 6) 
Fiction 1509 i 249) 
Total 1943 ( 265) 


Teacher circulation 477 
Total of Bookmobile 14.296 (1668) 
GARNET BRANCH: 


Non-fiction 657 ( 496) 
Fiction 940 (79767) 
Total Garnet Branch 1597 (1263) 
GRAND TOTAL: 
Non-fiction 6027 (4632) 
Fiction 9777 (8266) 
Total: 15,804 (12,898) 
REGISTRATION 
Adult Dept. Re-regi. 149 
New Bor. 2o4 
Boys & Girls Re- Reg. 20 
New Bor. 27 
Garnet Branch Re-reg. 6) 
New Bor. 20 
Bookmobile Re-reg. 20 
New B. 23 Total: Re-reg. 189 
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Report of the Librarian for December 1941, and January, 1942 


The Christmas season, coupled with the formal entrance of 
the country into war, was reflected in a small decrease in circulation 
at the Main Library and at Garnet Branch for December and January. 

A rise in the number of books circulated by the Bookmobile, however, 
brought the totals for the month above those of last year. for 
December, the total was 13,024, and for January, 15-365 --- some 2,600 
above the corresponding period for last year. 

691 new borrowers have been enrolled since December 1, making 
a total of 3,678 since May 1 of last year. 452 patrons were re- 
registered. 

Bookmobile 

On January first the hookmobile began its two-week schedule 
of stops, which in many ways does seem to be an improvement over the 
old one-week schedule. A point was made in giving the afternoon hours 
to those communities large enough to justify a good circulation, and 


the schools and smaller communities were given the morning hours, 


South Charleston circulation has increased considerably as a result 


of the afternoon hours, and change in location of the stop from a 
little used side street to the street in front of the post office. 
The added interest at Belle has also been evident, and all because of 
the afternoon hours. 

In the Reference Division, re-organization of the periodicals 
collection has continued. Current periodicals were moved to one of the 
Reference Room alcoves in November, and since then new record cards 


have been made for all magazines received. The new record file on 
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' visible index cards will permit an accurate check on the regularity 


of reception, status of binding, etc. During December and January 173 
research questions were answered, and 229 quick reference questions. 

A newspaper clipping file has been begun, for the purpose 
of preserving for reference use items of local interest which are not 
recorded in more permanent form. x 

In the Circulation Division, inventory of books has progressed 
almost through the 800 classification. The 800 or literature class, 
Since it is one of the largest in the Library, has needed a considerable 
amount of revision and expansion. 

Registration 

The sheetanding iuhdvation in the routines of the Circula- 
tion Division has been a more detailed method of recording registration 
information. This change has necessitated the formulation of statis- 
tical report forms on which to record such data as occupation, residence, 
use of Library, etd. Although not enough registrations have been taken 
to form a base for fairly accurate predictions about library users and 
use in Charleston, the 301 returns so far received (N6vember 14- 
December 31) may be use for tentative guesses. 

It has been found, for example, that 40% of the registrants 
are men, that the great majority of readers (85%) are under thirty-six 
years of age. About 58% of the applicants for cards have indicated 
their chief use of the Library Was for recreational reading. Only 
22% expect to use the library for informal study. and 15% come to the 
Library for trade or business information. These percentages, of 
course, are based upon too small: a group of library users to present 


a true picture. It seems safe to say, however, that many readers are 


Beglecting the opportunity for serious study in the Library. Student 
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use of the Library has not been counted in the preceeding figures, ex- 
cept where a student has checked "recreational reading” or "informal 
study" in addition to “school study.® A comparison of the figures 
revealed by library registrations with the population figures for the 
whole of Charleston would probably make more clear the groups ( as to 
age and sex) of potential readers not as yet reached by the Library. 

Ten exhibits, with collections of books appropriate to the 
subject, were on display during December and January. Among these 
were "America and Japan in Asia," supplementing the Open Forum lecture: 
The Bill‘of Rights," anniversary; and a display of airplane parts 
constructed in the classes conducted by the Kanawha County Vocational 
Trade School. 
Readers' Bureau 

A printed list of books relating to the Open Forum lectures 
was prepared and a copy of the list mailed to Open Forum subscribers 
with the Forum's announcements of the remaining lectures for this year. 

At the request of the Consumers' Cooperative group in 
Charleston, a mimeographed list of the library's holdings in this 
subject was compiled, with fifty copies going to the group. 

Other lists on such subjects as Novels of Plantation life, 
Christmas in foreign countries, etc. have also been compiled for 
individuals. 

To accompany the Film Forum to be.held on February 10th, 
the Bureau is now preparing a list of books on Progressive Hducation. 

Your Library, a leaflet describing the library and its 
regulations, has been prepared and printed. Copies of the leaflet 


are given to all new registrants of the Library. 
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A routine has been worked out for contacting new-comers to 
Charleston. From a list supplied by the Credit Association a mimeo- 
graphed letter is sent to each newcomer, inviting him to use the library. 
A copy of Your Library is enclosed with each letter. 

Plans have been worked out for the establishment of a central 
directory of organizations and clubs in Charleston. Information about 
the club membership, officiers, etc., will be obtained by questionnaires 
sent out by the library. 

The Librarian attended the Midwinter Conference of the 
American Library Association in Chicago, December 28-30. 

The Librarian spoke on The Library and Reading at the January 
meeting of The Fine Arts Section of the Charleston Womans Club. 

The Staff Association was host to the members of the Library 
Board and the Board of Education and their wives at a Christmas tea 
on December 19. 

in the Adult Department in December 449 volumes were acquired 
by purchase, and in January 503 volumes. During the two month period, 

a total of $2,804.86 was expended for books, periodicals, and binding 
in all departments. A total of $822.22 was expended for supplies, 
repairs and equipment. Six steam traps were installed, and one new 
desk, two book cases, and two typewriters were purchased. 

Important additions to the book collection included: The 
Engineering Index; the Chemical Engineers Handbook; the Calender of 
State Papers, Colonial Series.... in 20 volumes; Zilboorg's A History 
of Medical Psychology; American Book Prices Current, from 1923-1940; 
the first six volumes of Evans American Bibliography; Pelgrave's 
Dictionary of Political Economy; and Hayden's The Philippines. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


February 6, 1942 CO hate. a. F Serban 
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CIRCULATION FOR DECEMBER, 1941 


es in parenthesis are 1940 figures) 


fATN LIBRARY: 
Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 2418 (2622 ) 
Fiction 3351 (3770) 
Total 5775 (6422) 
Boys’ & Girls' 
Non-fiction €12 Gees 
Fiction 785 ayes 
Total | 1597 (1545) 
Total Main Library: (ote (7967) 
BOOKMOBILE=EXTENSION: 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 288 (627.609) 
Fiction Lh? (1158) 
Total L788 (io'7) 
Boys' & Girls, 
Non-fiction 288 re 
Fiction Lede C27] 
Total 1510 ( 261.) 
Teacher circulation 951 ©) 
| 
Total Bookmobile: 4161 (1528) 
| 
GARNET BRANCH: 
Non-fiction 691 ( 392) 
| Fiction 800 2 ye 
| Total Garnet Branch: 1491 (1327) 
GRAND TOTAL: 
Non-fiction ROT (3968) 
Fiction 7576 (6874) 
| Bookmobile teacher circulation 951 
| Total: Le Vee (10,842) 
: 
| . 
| REGISTRATION 
Adult Dept. re-reg. 79 
New Bor. 157 
Boys'&Girls' re-reg. zi 


few Bor. Le New Bor. 290 
ookmobile re-reg. 5 ; ‘ 


New Bor. 47 
Barnet Branch 4% re-reg. 0 Total: Re-ree. EOF 
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IN LIBRARY: 
Adult Dept. 


CIRCULATION FOR JANUARY, 1942 


res in parenthesis are 1941 figures) 


Non-fiction 3259 (4016) 
Fiction 4779 (5988) 
Total 8038 (9504) 
Boys! & Girls' 
Non-fiction 941 ( 867) 
Fiction 931 (981) 
Total Le 72 (1848 ) 
Total of Main Library: 9910 CAT 352) 
BOOKMOBILE-EXTENSION: 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction oo) ( 176) 
Fiction 533 (1529) 
Total 1864 (1705) 
Boys' & Girls' 
Non-fiction 382 ane 2 a 
Fiction 1386 eras, 
Total 1768 ( 265) 
Teacher circulation 336 @) 
Total Bookmobile: 3968 
GARNET BRANCH LIBRARY: 
Non-fiction 903 Ree E> 
Fiction 58h (1002) 
Total Garnet Branch ee 
GRAND TOTAL: 
Non-fiction 5816 (5646) 
Fiction 9213 (9221) 
Bookmobile teacher circulation | 336 
Total: 15365 
REGISTRATION 
Adult Dept. Re-reg. 191 
New Bor. Zi 
Boys & Girls Re-reg. 58 
New Bor. ihe) 
Garnet Pranch Re-reg. ) 
| New Bor. 20 
Bookmobile Re-reg. 6 Tove! : Re-reg. 
New Bor. 90 New Bor. 
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Report of the Librarian for February, 1942 


The Library was open cweuty aires days during the month, 
having been closed on Monday, February 23rd, in observance of 
Washington's Birthday. The number of books circulated totalled 
15,603, as compared with 14,915 of February, 1941. 352 new borrowers 
were enrolled, and 207 were re-registered. 

An exhibit of the British Fifty Best Books of the Year, 
sponsored by The American Institute of Graphic Arts, was on view in 
the Library from February 9th through the 21st. A formal opening 
of the exhibit was held on February 9th at & P.M. Mr. Arthur Dayton 
gpoke on Printing and First Editions. About 65 persons were present. 

Special book exhibits were arranged by the Readers Bureau 
in connection with the two Open Forum speakers! topics, Civilian 
Defense in England, and Music, and one on Your Career in Nursing at 
the request of the West Virginia State Nurses Association. An 
annotated booklist on Our Schools Today was prepared for distribution 
at the Film Forum on February 10. 

Inventory of circulating books has continued on to 900 
classification, which comprizes hittory, biography and travel. 

When this section is completed, a final re-check will be made on 
the entire circulating collection and a definite report on holdings 
can be made. We will Sheu go on with the Reference and Juvenile 
collections. 

An inventory of supplies used in the Adult Department 
was completed, and definite allocation has been made for all equip- 


ment. 
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In the Reference Division, 82 quick reference and 79 
research reference questions were recorded. A tentative list of 
annuals, such as Who's Who, The encyclopedia yearbooks, the World 
Almanac, etc., has been compiled for standing order consideration. 
This will simplify considerably the ordering of titles needed 
yearly. 

Bookmobile 

Mr. Fred Herz began work on February 23rd as Bookmobile 
driver. 

The Victory Book Campaign has continued to take up a partion 
of the time of some members of the adilt staff. It is not thought 
that it will continue to any large degree after April 1. About 8000 
books have been received, sorted, and packed from Kanawha County, 
and will probably be shipped within the next two weeks. 

in the Preparations Department, 237 volumes were acquired 
by purehase during the month. A total of $511.38 was expended 
for books; and $189.24 was expended for supplies, equipment, and 


repair. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Chak, om Y Butler __ 


March 6, 1942 
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Circulation for February, 1942 
Figures in parenthesis are 1941 figures) 
[ATN LIBRARY: 
Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 3223 (3813) 

Fiction Fala (5170) 
Total 7344 (8983) 

Boys! & Girls' 

Non-fiction 2631) (1088) 

Fiction 92h (1094) 
Total 1955 (2182) 

Total of Main Library: ) 9299 (11,165) 


3OOKMORILE+EXTENSION: 


Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 331 (267) 
Fiction - 1708 (1504) 
Total 2039 (27743) 


Dogs’ & Girls" -. 
Non-fiction 1.67 ae 
Fiction 1495 ( 3 
Total 1962 ( £30) 
Teacher Circulation 969 ( 0) 


Total Bookmobile: 4970 (2201) 


SARNET BRANCH LIBRARY: 


Non-fiction 663 OFZ) 

Fiction ov C oT 
Total Garnet Branch P34 (1549) 

GRAND TOTAL: 
Non-fiction 5715 (5925) ' 
Fiction 58919 (8990) 
Total T6354 (14915) 
Bookmobile teacher circulation 969 
POTAL 15603 
REGISTRATION 


Adult Dept. Re-reg. Lay 
| New Bor. 12187 


Boys & Girls Re-res. 7h 
iq | New Bor. py) 
Garnet Branch Re-reg. 6) 
4 New Bor. pp 
Bookmobile Re-reg. 6 
"a New Bor. $1 
F Total: ~ Reeres. 207 
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Report of the Librarian for March, 1942 


The Library was open 26 days during the month. A full schedule 
was maintained in the main building during the power failure on March 3rd} 
The Bookmobile did not go out on March 3rd and 4th because of the 
condition of the roads. 

The bad weather during the month, coupled with the increasing 
Civilian participation in the war effort, is reflected in a slight 
decrease in the number of books issued for home reading from the Main 
Library and Garnet Branch. This can be expected to continue, probably 
for an indefinite time. An increase in books lent from the Bookmobile, 
however, brings the month's total to 16,640, as compared with 16,489 ( 
for March of last year. 

346 volumes were acquired by purchase during the month, at a 
cost of $1,274.70. Binding, pamphlets and postage brought the total 
expenditures from the book fund to $1,372.07. Nobable acquisitions were 
an eight volume edition of the Original Journals of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition (NLY., 1904-1906); volumes 1-20 of Sabin's Dictionary 
of Books Relating to America. (The remainder of the Dictionary, as 
completed by the Bibliographical Society of America, is on order. ‘ith 
the Library's reprint of the "1804 Catalogue’! and our Hvans, Roorback, 
and the American Catalogue of Books, 1876-1910, all acquired during the 
past year, the Library can be said to have the most outstanding 
collection of American bibliography in the State.) Other important 
additions were the two volume index to our set of Milton's works; 


Who's Who, 1942; Who's Who in America, 1942; and Fleming's Documentary 


) 
‘History of Reconstruction. 
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(178.17 was expended for equipment, supplies and repairs. 

A new stop was added to the Bookmobile itinerary - Ordnance Park - 
which will be served on alternate Mondays. 

Re-adjustment and coordination of necessary routines in the 


Adult Department continued. Procedures for the lending of certain 


. reference material; the file of cards in the Main Library for books 


in use on the Bookmobile; shelf-reading; and the ‘fest Virginia Collection 
were drawn up. 

The inventory of circulating books has progressed through 942, 
the class for the history of England. A preliminary count of the missing 
fiction titles shows that approximately 1,555 are missing. This 
count is not final since it will be necessary to search the shelves 
and circulation records several times more and to check the record of 
missing books against the shelf iteu for Yecords of discards. “Untre 
these final searches (which should reduce the total of last books) 
are made, it does not seem wise to report a total of the fiction titles 
now in the library collection. Inventory of the reference collection 
will be done during the slack summer season, and a complete report 
will be made later this year. 

In the Reference Division, 52 quick reference questions and 73 
research questions were answered during the month. 

Hight exhibits were arranged. The most important was the 
showing of 49 original water colors by Yestern and Mid-western artists, 
from March 16-3lst. This exhibit, arranged and sent by the American 


Federation of arts, atbracted a large attendance. Others were the first 


of a monthly series "Know Your Government” secured from the U.S.Gov't. 
information Services Lenten Meals, a display of the Library's books on 
cooking, at Reeves'; Lenten Reading; and another in the series sponsored 


by the Allied Artists of West Virginia. The Readers' Bureau prepared 
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prepared annotated lists of books for distribution in connection with 
the display of cookbooks, the Lenten reading display, and for the 
Film Forum on Jobs of the Future. 

352 new borrowers were enrolled during the month, and 173 


present card holders were re-registered. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Gosche CGF 4. 


April 3, 1942 
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Fiction 
Total 
Total Main Lib. 


BOOKMOBI LE-EXTENSION 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fic. 
Bey 
EO GED. 


Boys! & Girls! 
Non-fich 
Fietion 

Total 


Total Bookmobile 
GARNET BRANCH LIBRARY 


Non-fic. 
Fiction 
Total Garnet Branch 


GRAND TOTAL: 


Non-fic. 
Fiction 
Total 


Teacher Circulation 


TOTAL 


Re-reg. 
New Bor. 
Re-reg. 
New Bor. 
Re-reg. 
New Bor. 
Re-reg. 
New Bor. 


Teacher circulation 


Circulation for March, 1942 


3181 (4166) 
4301 £5552} 
7L82 
$233 L533) 
972 (1098) 
2205 
9687 
354 C302) 
1862 (7h) 
2216 
a ( 96) 
1565 ( 427) 
2040 
L440 
5696 
612 ( 864) 
615 ( 909) 
Leo 
5655 
9345 
15200 
1440 
16640 
Registration 
Total: Re-reg. 173 
New Bor. 352 
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Report of the LibraBpian for April, 1942 


424 volumes were acquired by purchase during the month, 
and renewal subscriptions were placed for about one-hald of Lie 
periodical list. 587 volumes were rebound, at a cost of $607.04. 
Total expenditures for books, periodicals and binding amounted 
to $2,070.05, exhausting the amount provided for this purpose in 
the budget. Outstanding titles acquired include Blunts Secret 
Howard N. Eavenson's 


History of the English Occupation of Egy 


hy 


irst Century and a Quarter of the American Coal Industry; 


Who's Who in America, Volume 22; Kuno's Jap 


ay) 


nese Wxpansion on 


the Asiatic Continent; Wessman's Aerial Bombardment Protéttigngndnd 


<7 


Givil Defense, by Col. C.'¥%. Glover. 
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For supplies, equipment and maintenance, ther 
pended $223.08. 

in the Circulation Division, a pamphlet collection has 
been organized, and routines and charging card forms have been 
drawn up for the purpose of circulating this material. Only 


pamphlets from the general collection which can be easily replaced 


and not those from the Vest Virginia Collection, will be circulated. 


Inventory 

The inventory of books has completed the shdf list 
checking of the circulating books in the Adult Department. During 
the past month a count wa’s made of the Library's collection of 
fiction. "The count, as of April 15, 1942, showed that the Library 
has 6,951 titles and 9,612 volumes. The 2,661 difference between 


titles and volumes indicates dupdicates and the additional 
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volumes of titles which are published in more than one volume. 

Of the 9,612 total 1,404 are still missing. Since the 15th 

of April the book shelves, Bookmobile, circmlation records, binding 
records, mending shelves, and various other places were searched 
for the missing volumes with the result that 158 were located. 

This reduces the total of missing books to 1,246 as of May 1, 1942. 
The search for missing fiction books will continue and the titles 
will not be discarded until the next inventory shows that they are 
still missing. 

Reference Division 

During the month of April 52 quick reference geustions | 
and 90 research questions were recorded on the reference statistic sheets 
Exhibits 

Special book exhibits were done in the Library on the 
following subjects: Gardens for Victory - books on vegetable 
gardening; the Flowers that Bloom in the Spring - flower gardening; 
and Homemaker's Shelf - home decorations A speciah Shakespeare 
exhibit, with a display of the various editions of Shakespeare, 
source books, documents, etc., owned by the Library, together with 
posters and a model HlizabethanaTheatre lent by the Charleston 
High School English Classes, was put up for April 23rd. 

Two art exhibits were on view: a group of paintings by 
members of the Allied Artists of West Virginia, and a group of 
eighty contemporary American prints selected and arranged by the 
American Federation of Arts and sponsored jointly by the Library and 


the Allied Artists 
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Bookmobile 
No new stops were added to the Bookmobile schedule in April, 
although there were several verbal requests for stops. 
A tentative summer schedule has been worked out, condensing 
the time somewhat so that the Bookmobile staff may work one or 
two days each week in the Library. Since circulation always 
falls during the summer months, long stops may be shortened in 
Some cases without hurting service. 
During the month, a total of 15,328 books were issued 
for home use. 299 new borrowers were enrolled, and 217 patrons 


were re-registered. 
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Circulation April, 1942 


Main Library 
Adult Dept. 


Hon-fic. | 2879 (F427) 
Fiction . 3972 (4353) 
Total 6851 (7780) 
Boys' & Girls! 
i) eget. S. 960 (1059) 
Fiction 815 ( 900) 
Total 1775 (1959) 
Total Main Library 8626 (9739) 


Bookmobile-Extension 


AdultDept. 


Non-fic. 336 ( 220) 
Fiction 1793 (1442) 
Total 2129 (1768) 
BOVES & Girls" | 
Non-fic. ore ( 118) 
Fiction 1729 ( 502) 
Total hs #4 ( 620) 
Teacher circulation 1159 
Total Bookmobile 5540 (2388) 
Garnet Branch Library 
Non-fic. 580 Cee) 
Fiction 582 t ALY} 
Total 1162 Pee) 
Grand Total 
Non-fice. 5278 (5613) 
Fiction 8891 (6038) 
Total 14,169 (13,652) 
Bookmobile Teacher Circulation 1,159 
Total LS e328 (134652) 
| Registration 
Adult Dept. New Bor. 181 
Re-reg. 70 
Sy. Ge, & New Bor. Sh 
Re-reeg. L9 
Garnet Pr. New Bor. 
Bookmobile New Bor. Sh Total Re-reg. 217 


Re-reg. 3 New Bor. 299 
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Report of the Librarian for May, 1942 


The total number of books issued for home use during May 
was 13,476, as compared with 12,749 during May of 1941. Increases 
were noted in the childrens cirmlation at the Main Library, and the 
Bookmobile as a whole. The Adult Department and Garnet Branch showed 
Slight decreases. 

256 cards were issued to new borrowers, 191 at the Main 
Library and 65 with the Bookmobile. 404 holders of old cards were 
reregistered. 

392 volumes were acquired by purchase during the month, 
at a cost of $797.07. 21 volumes were rebound. Total expenditures 
from the book fund, including postage, maps, pamphlets, etc., 
amounted to $881.36. 

During May 469 volumes were accessioned, and 229 were 
catalogued and placed on the shelves. 

Beginning with the first of May, four members of the Adult 
Department staff have been regularly scheduled for work in the Catalog 
Department. The total number of hours assigned has been around 
thirty-two hours a week. Having four additional woman catalog- 
ing books has made even more necessary the formulation of definite 
procedures in the process of cataloging. Such rules and procedures 
are now being worked out as questions arise. Eventually, it is hoped, 
the Catalog Department will have in writing a complete set of in- 


structions for all kinds of details in the process of cataloging. 


. ¥BM anitveb easy emo 10t beveet exood to tedmimn Letod oft 


eeesetonl .«LACL To y¥sM giitwb Cav Sf as tw botsquos es ,dVA,€L saw 


et bas ,yvetdicd ais edd ds soltsLuwtto enetblido edt at Beton etew 
Hewolls iionsii tents) bas Jnemtieqed tivbA ad. -oloiw & BB eLidomloom 
) sveesetoebh gdatfe 


nisM edt ts [Cf ,etewortod wen o¢ Bepest etew abirso des 


etew ebtso bio to etebLod 403 .olidomlool edt toiw 20 bas yIstdhD 


” betedeisetet 

~Osnom edd soitwb serdoteq yd betivpos stew eompLov See 
eetusifbaeqxe f[steoT .5inovodet etew eemulov LS FO. OTS to tao0 8 ts 
, ode ‘etnbdiane ,eqam ,ensdeog unibuLlont bee sieiiall eit Mort 
| 88.1888 of besauoms 

etew OSS bus ,fenoteesocs etew eemulov Cds Yom gata stl 

,2eviede edt ao beosta pas Sevgolatse 

tiubA oft to efedmem iwo0t .yaM Yo texit ent détw aninntged 
soiste efd of Atow rot belubenoe yitsfunet need eved yYese tnemdisqed 
boyots need eed Seonmices etvod to tedmun Istod ed? jnheadisged 


-po{steo etasteleeg [ecoltibhs aol gaiveH .deew e eivond owd-yetidg 


etiaiteb to noiveluaict edt Yrseeeosn etom neve ebem esi etood gat. 


eotubeooig bas aelwi dowe .gatso{stso to negootg ads of zeuvbesorg F 


beqod ef t£ .Vileutaeva .,9etta enottesup ae tuo bewttow atied WON 818 


“ot to gee stefgqmoo 6 gaisiaw af eved If iw tnendisqed noledsd edd 


sgrtigolstas to ssesoig ont at eitsteb to ebaia [Le rot enotdoutte — 


According to the statistic sheets filled out in the month 
of May, 89 research reference questions and 60 quick reference 
questions were recorded. The amount of reference work done from 
month to month remains about the same as far as the records go. This 
fact might be interpreted practically as an increase in reference work 
' since, with the closing of schools, a sharp decrease in the demands 
upon the reference collection is ordinarily the rule. In looking over 
the questions asked in the past month, it is interesting to note the 
frequency of questions relating to civilian defense and production of 
war materials. 

For equipment, repairs and supplies, the sum of $87.21 
was expended. 

Several hundred books were received as gifts in the Victory 
Book Campaign. The staff has assumed the task of sorting and dis- 


tributing these, since the official close of the Campaign. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Librarian 


July 3, 1942 
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Circulation May, 1942 

res in parenthesis are 1941 figures) 
4 
4 
ATN LIBRARY 

Non-fiction 2701 ( 

Fiction | 3918 ( 
Total 6619 (7231) 
B & G Dept. 

Non-fiction 872 ( 982) 


Fiction 902 ( 946) 


Adult Dept. 
. 
Total 1774 (1928) 


7) 
Total Main Library . 8393 ($159) 
)OKMOBILE-EXTENSION 


Adult Dept. 
Nenetietion 205 ( 228) 


Fiction 1363 (1379) 
| Total 1568 (1607) 
B & G Dept. 
| Non-fiction 316 ; aa a a 
Fiction 1058 ( 398) 
Total 1374 C475) 
Teacher circulation 998 
Total Bookmobile 3940 (2082) 
é.. BRANCH LIBRARY 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 363 ( 458) 
Fiction 418 ( 540) 
Total 811 ( 998) 
B.. Gs 
Non-fiction 2h2 ( 380) 
Fiction 90 ( 130) 
Total 332 (510) 
Total Garnet Branch 13143 (1508) 
Non-fic. | 1699 (5180) 
Fiction — 7779 (7569) 
Total Teg ty (I25749) 
Teacher circulation 998 


Total 13 3176 (12,749) 
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Main Library | 
Adult: 


B & G: 


Bookmobile: 


Garnet Branch: 


New Bor. 
Rerreg. 
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Re-reg. 
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163 
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Report of the Librarian for June, 1942 


Adult Department 


In the Reference Division, the inventory of reference books 
has progressed through the 300 classification. 

81 research reference questions and 45 quick reference were 
recorded during June. | 

More pamphlets have been added to the pamphlet collection, and 
some of these have already gone out into circulation; many more pamphlets 
are being used as reference material. The collection has now grown to 
fill four filing drawers and will rapidly expand to another filing 
section of the same size. The Exhibit Committee has made arrangements 
to feature a display of this material, which should increase considerably 


the collection's use. 


During the summer months it is now possible for readers to 
take out books on vacation loan. This allows a reader to take out as 
many as five books on a card and to keep them until the day after 
Labor Day. The books circulated on this type of loan are limited to those 
which have beén in the collection more than a year and of which the 
Library has more than one copy. 

Two ert: exhibits, Water Colors, by The Allied Artists of 
West Virginia, and Prints by Kathe Kollwitz, arranged by the American 
Federation of Arts, were on display in May and June. During the two 
months sixteen special book displays were featured throughout the 
Library. Subjects included: The Rivers of America series, travel in the 


United States, Vocations for Boys and Girls, and Faith in America. 
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In the Readers' Bureau, a tentative selection of books for 
use in the Bureau has been made. These are of two types: professional 
tools, bibliographies, guides in the field of adult education, etc; and 
the general introductions and popular books in the various subject 
fields. Two groups of library books were seleéted to be used through the 


summer by older girls and councillors in two Girl Scout Camps. 


Bookmobile 

A summer schedule has been put into effect. One new stop, 
at Kenna Homes, has been added, and two regular winter stops have been 
omitted. The whole schedule has been condensed so that the Bookmobile 
Staff works in the Library on Two and one-half days gne week, and one 
and one-half days the alternate week. Circulation for the Bookmobile 
continues to show an increase, being some 2000 higher than for June of 


1941. 99 new county borrowers were issued cards. 


449 volumes were acquired by purchase during June at a cost 
of $1021.86. Juvenile books, binding and rebinding, maps and pamphlets 
brought the total book expenditures for the month to $1176.42. Gifts 
were received from a Mrs. Maxwell, Mr. Anthony Foy, Mr. Lee Garrett, 
Mr. HE. A. Munyan, Mr. Elton S. Brown, the American Petroleum Institute, 
and Dun and Bradstreet, Inc. 24 volumes were lost and paid for. 

The Kanawha County Historical Society, at its last meeting 
of the fiscal year, voted the sum of $20.00 to the Library for the pur- 
chase of material relating to the Society's field of interest. This 
material, to be selected by a committee of the Society and the Library, 
| 


he form part of the Society's projected collection to be housed in 


‘the Library. 
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12,815 books were issued for home use from all agencies during 
June, an increase of about 1200 over June of 1941. The increase was 
entirely in the county extension service. 


357 new borrowers applied for library cards during the 
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Circulation, June 1942 All Depts. 


igures in parenthesis are 1941 figures) 
MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 2526 (2793) 
7 Fiction 1.658 (4550) 
Total 7184 (7343) 
B&G Dept. 
Non-fiction 831 (1007) 
Fiction 952 (1294) 
Total 1783 (2301) 
Total Main Library 8967 (96424) 
BOOKMOBI LE-EXTENSION 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 196 ( 56) 
Fiction a BY ( 586) 
Total 1668 { 642) 
B&G Dept. 
Non-fiction 222 Oe 
Fiction 955 e340) 
Total 1177 hp ge) 
Teacher circulation d ( 0) 
Total Bookmobile 2845 ( 816) 
GARNET BRANCH LIBRARY 
Adult De bs 
ra tit Non-fiction 203 ( 283) 
Fiction 533 ( 560) 
Total 736 ( 843) 
B & G Dept. 
Non-fiction 164 (2283) 
Fiction 103 (5202) 
Total 267 ( 330) 
Total Garnet Branch 1003 (1173) 
GRAND TOTAL 
OD ieee Non-fiction ae es (4401) 
| Fiction 8673 (7232) 
| Total | 12,815 (11,633) 


Registration: June 1942 
Main Library 


Adult: New bor] 217 (274) 
Re-reg. 63 (114) Total: 
B&G New Bor, 41 ( 66) New Bor. 357 (37. 
Re-reg. 40 ( 0) Re-reg. 876 (11 
Bookmobile: New Bor. 99 (2h) 
: Re-reg. me (22 
; Garnet Branch New bor. a ( 10) 
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Report of the Librarian for July, 1942 


Continued use by the public of the Library's services is 
evidenced by the fact that during July a total of 408 new borrowers 
were enrolled, as compared with 298 in July, 1941. Of this total, 

272 were adults at the Main Library, and 50 were juveniles; the Book- 
mobile recorded 81, and Garnet Branch, 5. 72 holders of odd cards 
were re-registered. 

13,715 books were issued for home reading. Of these, 9790 
were fiction, and 3925 were non-fiction. 

253 volumes were acquired by purchase during the month; and 
174 volumes were rebound. Maps, pamphlets, periodicals, etc., brought 
expenditures from the book fund to a total of $796.44. 

Expenditures for supplies, equipment, printing, and repairs 
amounted to $313.81. 

In the Preparations Department, 262 titles, or 332 volumes, were 
cataloged and beeed on the shelves. 37 titles were recataloged. 
Printed cards were used for 152 titles. 

432 worn-out volumes were withdrawn. 

Miss Miriam Bass joined the Staff as Head of the Boys' and 
Girls' Department on July lst. Plans for the operation of the De- 
partment have been studied and discussed, and various routines have 
been adjusted and reorganized. Emphasis has been given to an examination 
of the book collection, with a view toward having it in good shape 


by the opening of school. 


In the adult department 117 reference questions and 84 quick 


reference questions were recorded. This represents an appreciable 


ns. A has) ash He 
i ig if: et o! ; “Tah 7 
y me, ds i ‘ é Ae aes Mtg 


hehe: Oh 


Wha _ erpWoriod wort BOR to | rato f re saan | Bas edd oe 
eA toto Sidd tO hae Vist oF BES prsenbiate NK 


hy in " 


| “1098, edd (eos tnovet evew Of Sas Berets: Aish ont ts etiubs : etaw STS” 

a | abiso. be to eteblod Sf a , fone wd demise bus V8 sande ‘elt 
| | woredaljetsen stew 

oeve ,eveit 10 .sotbeet od aot beueet (STW axtood Latiain, | a 

i, | “po ld8it-n0n ete ‘ese bas motor? otow 

bas 4dd mon aay ant Pub biota es vd be iduboe! oxew genloy gem) Eh. 
aah 0 abi: el ,eLeoiboiteg: 1839 Idign aq egal buhoden omew eemiifov awe 


Ah. OOTG to Letos 8 of haut food edd more. ot ‘ 


etiseqget Sas aa Eda tte ihengiupe eotiggne rot eemsd thoeqxe 
(| + £8,166, bil bau 


a a he MRK 
oven eomaiLov SEE tO ,eelvid Sos et reat taged enoltetagont ont ar ad so Te Reef. 


‘sbogelsdsoes etew gold ky ve “eevlede odd! no. beoslg oad ose 


5 
rl 


A ’ sowetbad iw eTew a orney eibielk se a 
Le | a 
brs revolt ott To See es Tiedt! ed beaiog eee me bef aalM cor i 


uy 
Pe 


ei, 


BAA at ent to dprtero ge odd Tot eneld .dal ist no ‘trind 5 go tel rip 
a eved eenisuot euobrev Bas | aboeevoe ib Dae beibute iiashii coved ren 


; heatdcaae ne od moviy need esd eteonont esinga toe bre. besenth 


wie 2D 
aes D 


ewe Saede, boos at vt ‘sntved brswod weiv 8 a Be eeotepetton dioed ‘eds 
can a . 1 Vey 2m Bp Ld doa aah hn $y Bd uk | apt dd ee an ae wh dae = oie ERB Rak ‘ 


ves 9, 


iF otep x8 ‘bae eaotserup comerotey vt P pre 
Aone i Yahi ie ating : ol hi - . Os 


ee, 
\ 4 J i@e 
Lys "7 par uy | . e ‘ ie. “3 
Kh i 1) aes thei “or Fit lal dc LW a i 
yy et Te he 


Le ite 
fe ee 
fale) as 


Pe en 
a ih Py a 
Sasi pie Oey Tey non re ne rf aD hit 


increase in reference activity over previous months. As an illustration 
of the practical value of this aspect of library service, one case may 
be noted, that of a laborer recently sent to the Library by his foreman 
at the Butadiene Plant to find a formula for grading from stake read- 
ings. Civil engineering handbooks, etc., presupposed a professional 
background which the man did not have, and finally the assistant on duty 
found a simple explanation in a book on railroading. This kind of 
reference service which finds not only an answer but a usable answer, 
is one of the Library's most important contributions to the community. 
The inventory of books in tbe Reference Collection has com- 
pleted the 400, 500, 600, and one-half the 700 classifications. During 
guly, preliminary checking having been completed, a count of the non- 
fiction circulating books was begun. Through five of the ten classes, a 
total of 463 were missing out of 4,638. The bulk of the collection is 
in classes not yet counted - science, technology, literature, history, etc. 
During July, the Library has been fortunate in having the 
volunteer services for several hours each day, of Miss Joy Bromberg 
and Miss Frances Kay. They have been used at clerical and routine 


tasks to relieve the regular staff for other duties. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian 


August 7, 1942 
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Circulation for July, 1942 
(figures in parenthesisvare 

| last years figures) 
MAIN LIBRARY 
Adult Dept. 

Non-fiction 2753 (2928) 

Fiction 5068 (4862) 

Total 7821 (7790) 


B & G Dept. 
Non-fiction 428 ( 788) 
Fiction L225 (1060) 
Total 1653 (1848) 
Total Main Library OL7h (9638) 


BOOKMOBI LE-EXTENSION 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 191 ( 160) 
Fiction 1888 (1540) 
Total 2079 (1700) 


B&G Dept. 
Non-fiction 207 


( 
Fiction 911 ( 339) 
Total 1118 WHO? } 
Teacher circulation @) a 
Total Bookmobile 3197 (2102) 


GARNET BRANCH LIBRARY 
Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 202 VtZb7) 
Fiction 597 (621) 
Total 799 ( 358) 
B & G. Dept. 
Non-fiction iV aNs (187) 
Fiction 101 (138) 
Total LED (13259 
Total Garnet Branch 1044 (1183) 
GRAND TOTALS 
Adult 
Non-fiction 3146 (3335) 
Fiction 7553 (7013) 
Juvenile 
Non-fiction 779 (1038) 
Fiction 2237 C2537) 
Total Non-fiction: 3925 (4373) 
" Fiction 9790 (8550 
Grand total ne. 75 (12,,.923} 
Registration: July 1942 
Main Library Adult Dept. New bor. 272 (209) 
re-reg. 18 (218) 
B&G ew bor....50 oe aos ani eee be ASe re.reg. 22 (0) 
Bookmbbile Adult: Dept. New bor. 61 36) 
ta rae re-reg. 2 ( 8) 
Garnet Branch New Bor. 5 Rte) 
re-reg. @) Gy Gs) 


TOTAL Newbor. 408 (298) 
rereg. ‘Tee, Beee) 
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Report of the Acting Librarian for August, September, October, 1942 


In the past three months the Librarigs services have been 
maintained at a normal standard despite the departures of Mr. Butler 
‘for service in the army and of Miss Ferguson for the work in another 
Library. This is evidenced by the fact that the total number of books 
‘issued for home use has shown only very slight decline compared with 
‘the number issued a year ago -- a decline which is accounted for by 
the closing of the Boys" and Girls' Department for two weeks in Sep- 
tember for redecoration and the lack of one full time staff member in 
the Adult Department throughout October. Registration of new borrowers 
hin all departments except the Extension Department were about the same 
as for the corresponding months of 1941. 

336 volumes were acquired by purchase during August, 284 
“volumes during September, and 468 volumes during October. 273 volumes 
‘were rebound in September. Maps, pamphlets, periodicals, etc, brought 
the expenditures from the book fund to a total of $784.24 in August, 
$982.47 in September and $2112.54 in October. 

; Expenditures for supplies, equipment, printing and repairs 
amounted to $472.67 in August, $148.41 in September and $590.34 in 
October. 

In the Preparations department 257 volumes were cataloged and 
“placed on the shelves in August, 203 volumes in September and 464 
volumes in October. 


Titles recataloged in August totaled 62, in September 17, and 


e n October 3. A total of 564 printed cards were used in the three 


months period. 
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In the Boys' and Girls' Department 522 titles were withdrawn in 
August, 214 in September, and 16 in October. In the Adult Department 
157 titles were withdrawn in August, none in September, and 1,555 in 
October. The withdrawals for October are higher than normal since dis- 
cards accumulated since the first of the year could not be handled 
until a clerical assistant was available. 
In the past three months the Boys! and Girls' Department has 
been completely redecorated and most of the book collection has been 
gone over. In addition to cleaning, rebinding, and replacing of old 
bitles, a number of new titles have been added and the room presents 
a pleasing appearance. Miss Bass, the Librarian for Boys and Girls, is 
placing emphasis upon school reference work for boys and giris as well 
as upon recreational reading. Schools have been visited and ang effort 
has been made to help parents in the selection of books for children. 
In spite of loosing what amounted to two full-time assistants 
the Adult Department, Library services|for Adults, under the direction 
of Miss White, new Head of the Adult Department, have not fallen below 
Standard, and have witnessed an increase in Reference service. The 
employment of one ane clerical assistant and an additional page 
thas tided the Library over a difficult period. With the exception 
‘of not giving help to the Catalog Department, the Adult Department staff 
‘has in addition to mes usual work concluded the count of circulating 
‘books for inventory and checked a number of standard lists of books for 
‘lacks in the book collection. The count of circulating books showa a 


‘total of 27,555 volumes, an increase of 8,914 over the number counted 


mn 1934. 
Exhibits shown in the Library during August, September and 


October included Reproductions of Italian paintings, secured from the 
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Metropolitan Museum of Art and an exhibit of local art arranged by 
the Allied Artists of West Virgina. 
With the appointment of the additional page from 6-9 each 


evening, one professional assistant has been relieved froma certain 


amount of clerical routine and has thus been able to do reference 
work for readers, 
, The employment of the two clerical workers has provided for 


help in the Adult Department and in the Catalog Department. In 


addition the two temporary assistants have made a record of all the 
‘books waiting to be cataloged; a record which enables staff members 
Bo know what books have been acquired by the library. This record 
has also made possible the compilation.of complete lists of books 

cataloged in the library each month. The list for October has been 


mimeographed and represents only about 2/3 of the month's output. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Acting Librarian 


‘November 6 1942 
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ures in parenthesis are last years) 


AY N LIBRARY 
4 Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 2744 
Fiction 5355 
Total S099 


B&G. Dept. 
Non-fiction 469 
Fiction 1353 

Total 
Total Main Library 


Lege 
9921 


OOKMOBILE-EXTENSION 
. Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total L5é7 


B&G. Dept. 
Non-fiction 

- Fpetion 
Total S62 
Teacher circulation 0O 
Total Bookmobile-extension 


692 


2LLY 


FARNET BRANCH LIBRARY 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction. 
Fiction 
Total 


200 
290 
790 


Bb & G. Dept. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 
Total Garnet Branch 


190 
98 
288 
1078 


3164 
7312 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 


Juvenile 
Non-fiction &29 
Fiction elk 
Total Nonefiction 
" Fiction 


D9S3 
9499 


Grand Total 


13,448 


Circulation for August 1942 - All Depts. 
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Adult. Dept. 


New Borrowers 
eens es- 


ie (gt & CG. Dept. 


New Borrowers 


- Aduit & B&G 


rake , New Borrowers 60 ( 
| Re-reg. ) ( 15) 


New Borrowers 5 Ge) 

fe Re-reg. 6) Berio.) 
_ Total: New Borrowers 327 (246) 
Pe nae Re-reg. 76 (287) 


BEKO ortod el ; 


N LIBRARY 


‘Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 2702 


B & G Dept. 
Non-fiction 240 
Fiction 669 

Total 

Total Main Library 


\KMOBILE~EXTENSION 
Adult Department 


Non-fiction 182 
Fiction 1282 
Total 
B & G Dept. 
Non-fiction 150 
Fiction 666 
Total 


4 Teacher Circulation 
Total of Bookmobile 


NET BRANCH LIBRARY 
Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 366 
Fiction 5 ae ps 
Total 
B & G.Dept. 
Non-fiction 246 
Fiction 90 
| Total 
Total Garnet Branch 
AND TOTALS 
Adult 
Non-fiction 3250 
Fiction 6298 
Juvenile 
Non-fiction 636 
Fiction ER25 


GRAND TOTAL 


1942 


Fiction LLOL 


1941 


2905 
232 
7166 "ae 


19 
79. 
909 
8075 


156 
L333 
1464 


ae 
LOL 
816 
0 
2280 


377 
585 
918 


raw 
103 
336 314 


1254 


34,38 
6152 


1002 
1298 


Total non-fic. 3886 
" Fiction 7723 


11,609 


Circulation for September 1942 
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4,76 
6) 
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LL 2,0 
74,50 


8647 


1967 


1276 


11,890 
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Registration for September 1942 


Main Library 1942 
Adult Dept. 
New Bor, 
Re-reg. 
B&G. 
New Bor. 
Re-reg. 
Bookmobile 
New Bor. 
Re-reg. 
Garnet Branch 
New bor. 
Re-reg. 


Total: New Bor. 
Re-reg. 
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Circulation for October 1942 


[N LIBRARY 1942 1941 
Adult Dept. ee 
Non-fiction 2934 3284 
Fiction 4380 4331 
Total TILA 7615 


B & G Dept. 
Non-fiction 527 Lr7o 
Fiction in 927 
 fFotal 1679 2097 
Total Main Library $993 7 12 


OKMOBILE-EX TENSION 
Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 202 299 
Fiction 1330 1587 
Total 1532 1886 
B & G Dept. 
Non-fiction 261 391 
Fiction 866 | 1237 
Total wie? 1628 
Teachér circulation 3L4 37 
Total Bookmobile 3003 355.0 


RNET BRANCH LIBRARY 
Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction L417 418 
Fiction st 4. 627 
Total “ 930 1045 
B & G Dept. 
Non-fiction 321 256 
Fiction 123 134 
. Total LAL | 390 
Total Garnet Branch 137k 1435 
AND TOTALS 
Adult 
*~oNen=fiction 3553 4001 
Fiction - 6293 6545 
Juvenile 
Non-fiction 1109 LE17 
Fiction ALLE 2298 
Total non-fic. 4662 5818 
" fiction 8364 8843 
Teacher cir. 344 37. 


GRAND TOTAL 13,370 14,698 
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Registration for October 1942 


Main Library 1942 1941 
Adult Dept. 
New Bor. 266 27 
Re-reg. 40 228 
B&G 
New Bor. 59 59 
Re-reg. 5 8 
Bookmobile 
New Bor. 146 419 
Re-reg. a 10 
Barnet Branch 
New Bor. 23 rah 
Re-reg. ‘e) @) 
TOTAL: New Bor. 494 Tt 


Re-reg. Ll 246 


Report of the Acting Librarian for November - 1942 


In November 398 new borrowers were registered and a total 
of 13,368 books were circulated. The circulation figures show a de- 


crease of about 2000 as compared with November, 1941. Over a thousand 


of this decrease is in Bookmobile circulation alone. A disporportionate 
decrease such as this is due to the failure of the Bookmobile to operate 
satisfactorily. An intdequate battery has caused frequent delays and 


even omission of scheduled stops. 


{ 316 volumes were acquired by purchase during the month, and 
707 volumes were rebound. Maps, pamphlets, periodicals, etc. brought 
expenditures from the Suna to a total of $1565. 32. 

Expenditures for supplies, equipment, printing and repairs 

_ totaled $191.98. 

; in the Preparations Department 333 titles or 410 volumes were 

placed on the Adult Department shelves. This figure when compared with 

: the number of volumes acquired by purchase (316) indicates a step 

forward in the attempt to cut down the time lag existing between the 


purchase of a book and its preparation for library use. 248 sets of 


Libfary of Congress were used and 11 volumes were recataloged. In 


the Boys' and Girls Department 379 books were added to the collection, 
this total represents acquisitions since the first of July which were 
not put into circuhation until Book Week in November. 

334 worn out volumes were discarded. 

Noteworthy acquisitions received in the past month include 
LaRousse, Grand Dictionnaire Universel the well known French encyclopedia 


which ranks with the Britannica in reference or research value, and 


_ Halkett & Laing's Dictionary of Anonymous and Pseudonymous Literature. 
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A very acceptable gift was received from Mrs. W. R. Estill 
who gave the Library an unbroken run of the Atlantic Monthly for the 
first 20 years. 

In the Adult Department, an additional service desk has been 

, in use during the past month. A professionally trained assistant has 

| been assigned to do reference work and to give book selection advice 
from 3 to 5 each afternoon, 6 to 9 each evening and from 10 a.m. to 

9 pem. on Saturdays. The success of this procedure has been born out 

by the fact that the record of reference questions handled reached 

a new high of 205 questions for the month. 60 readers were given 

help in the selection of books for home use. 

In the Boys' and Girls' Department the budget allotment of 
extra money for redecoration and the addition of a clerical worker 
have been justified in the activity of the past month. The Boys! 
and Girls' Department has been open daihy from 10, until 6 and thus able 
to serve parents and pre-school children. Story hour has been re- 
Con on Saturday monrings. Miss Bass, Head of the Department, has 
given several talks about Childrens books - to both adult and juvenile 
| groups. ‘ 

Beginning with the first of November, the Library has under- 
taken a program of obtaining more publicity. One of the papers has 
allowed a 50% increase of space in its Sunday edition for notices of 
books. The other paper publishes from time to time short book reviews 
written by members of the Library Staff. The success of the publicity 
program was most evident during Book week, when, both papers carried 


several pictures and notices. 


Respectfully submitted, 


vO Loe 


December 4, 1942 Acting Librarian 
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MIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


B & G Dept. 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 
Total Main Library 


OOKMOBILE-EXTENSION » 


Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
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Teacher Cir. 
Total Bookmobile 
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Total Garnet Branch 
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Circulation for November - 1942 
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Registration for November - 1942 


Main Library 


| Adal: New Borrowers 218 
Re-registered 29 


B & G: New Borrowers 97 


Re-registered g 
Bookmobile New Borrowers ab 
Re-regéstered 0) 
Garnet Branch New Borrowers Ay: 
Re-registered 6) 

Motel + New Borrowers 398 
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Acting Librarian's Report for December - 1942 


A sustained interest in the Library services have been indicated 
in both the registration of new borrowers and in the circulation of 
books. Increases in registration for the Main Library and an increase 
of approximately 800 books in circulation for the Boyst and Girls' De- 
partment over December, 1942 are very encouraging. The Bookmobile, 
due to unfavorable weather conditions, was unable to meet its schedule 
several times, and again this month extension work has shown a decrease. 
We have the books for county readers, but we have not yet solved the 
problem of getting county readers for our books. 

261 volumes were acquired by purchase during the past month. 

105 volumes were rebound of which 98 were adult titles, and 7 were 
juvenile. Maps, pamphlets, periodicals, etc. brought expenditures 
from the book fund to a total of $916.12. 

Expenditures for supplies, equipment and repairs totaled 


$736.57. $268.00. of this sum was expended upon safety equipment 


and repairs for the furnace which is now operating satisfactorily. 


In the preparations department 437 volumes were accessioned. 

512 volumes were cataloged, 44 of which were juvenile books. 191 worn 
out books were discarded, 105 of these were juvenile.books. 

The Allied Artists of West Virginia have lent to the Library 
another wood block print by Blanche Lazzell. The new print "Red Tulips" 
will be hung in the Browsing Room with another Lazzell print, "The 
Red Scow" previously lent by the Allied Artists. 

Most of the work in converting the main floor northwest corner 
room into a browsing room has been completed. Expenditures for every- 


thing done to date total $350.99. This is $109 less than the amount 


i + 
Po tee 


liga 


alloted, but four wooden chairs with arms, provided for in the original 
plans have not yet been secured. 

Several noteworthy exhibits have been shown in the Library during 
the past month. In the Boys' and Girls' Department, the exhibit of 
pictures drawn by children who listened to the Musical Pictures" 

| programs broadcast in the schools aroused interest among both adults and 
ehildren. An exhibit of early manuscript leaves displayed in the 

Adult Department seemed to attract unusual attention. 

During poeanber one of the temporary clerical workers was unable 
bo werk because of iliness in her family. This loss of time has delayed 
the inventory count. 

The publicity program*has been sustained. It is hoped that 

at least one feature article a month such as the article on reference 


work that appeared in the papers last month will be printed. 
Respectfully submitted, 


deal Po Lynde 


Acting Librarian 


January 8, 1943 
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Report of the Acting Librarian for January - 1943 


When libraries all over the country are reporting 
decreases in circulation due to war-time conditions, it is 
gratifying to be able to report increases in circulation work 
in the Kanawha County Public Library. Appreciable increases in 
numbers of books ©. issued for juvenile fiction and adult non- 
fiction over the corresponding number for January 1942 offset 
declines in other departments. In January 4235 borrowers were 
registered, 15,375 books were issued, and 618 reference or book 
selection questions were answered. On an average basis, each 
day the library was open 17 people were given cards, 615 books 
were lent end 25 requests for help were met. 

252 volumes were acquired by purchase during the past 
month. 76 volumes were rebound, all of which were periodicals. 
Maps, pamphlets, pneriodicals ete. brought expenditures from the 
book fund to a total of $669.77. 

Expenditures for supplies, equipment and repairs 
totaled $66.34. 

In the preparations department 446 volumes were 
eaccessioned of which 147 were juvenile titles. 3594 adult books 
and 16 juvenile ee were cataloged making atotal of 410. “284 
wovn out juvenile books were withdrawn. 

An outstanding acquisition of the past month has 


been the first four volumes of the Catalog of the Library of 


Congress. 


The Library has again this year underteken to serve 
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as headquarters for the Victory Book Campaign. Slowness in 
getting the campeign underway has been caused by confusion in 
the netional headquarters, delay in getting response for requests 
for help and pressure of regular work on our own library staff. 
Mr. R. S. Spillman, however, has consented to help in the local 
organization of the campaign, and the mechanics of the campaign 
may be expected to operate smoothly in the coming month. In 
the meantime all books collected for the men in the service are 
received at the Library. 

Exhibits in the past month have included displays of 
Ven Gogh reproductions, Soviet War Posters, a collection of un- 
usual china tea cups lent by Miss Abney and souvenirs of the 
Civil War period lent by Mrs. Blundon, 

Respectfully submitted, 


distal! 1 eau 


February 5, 1943 Acting Librarian 
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Report of the Acting Librarian for February - 1943 


Statistical records of Library activity during the past 


month show increases in registration of new borrowers, circulation 
of books, and research on reference questions. .Thege are increases 
tot only over February 1942, but also over January 1945. The record 
is particularly noteworthy when it is remembered that throughout 

the month the staff ahs lading at least one professional assistant. 

167 volumes were sedaireu by stoenuee during the past month. 
65 volumes were rebound of which 64 were oe and 1 was a period- 
ical. Maps, pamphlets, periodicals, etc. brought expenditures from 
they book fund te a total: of $617.72. 

Expenditures for supplies, equipment,:.and repairs totaled 
$360.24. 

In the Catalog Department 425 volumes were accessioned of 
- which 285 were adult titles, and 140 were juvenile titles. 847 adult 
‘books and 30 juvenile books were cataloged making a total of 377. 
For this work a total of 877 catalog cards were prepared. 55 juvenile 
books were withdrawn. 

The ten volume Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia long out: of 
print and well-known for definitions in scientific fields was ac- 
quired in February through a second hand book dealer. 

The inventory of Adult Department books was completed in the 
past month. A total of 35,191 volumes were counted for both circu- 
lating and reference books. Since the Library was opened in 1909 


over 100,000 books have been accessioned. The 65,000 so far not 
reported may be accounted for in the children's books (not yet 


counted), discards, and accessioned books on the library shelves 


for which no card record has been made. Of the $5,191 books 
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counted, several thousand are missing. In some cases these missing 
volumes have been discarded-in years past but the records have not 
been cleared. The average adult book stock for libraries serving 

a population similar to tle Clty -or Semies ton is 70,991. Without 
considering approximately 130,000 county residents, we do not have 

even half the books that libraries comparable to ours have. 

Since the 8th of February when Miss Fredrickson joined the 
staff as Head of the Catalog Department, the processes:of ordering, 
accessioning, and cataloging books have been undergoing revision. 
For the first Gime in the history of this library the policies and 
necessarily complicated routines of book Cataloging for this library 
are being written down so that our work may henceforth be consistent 
and accurate. The book order work and accessioning have been re- 
organized so that there will be a maximum coordination with catalog 
work and a minimum delay in acquiring books. 

Exhibits in the past month have included displays of water 
color paintings by the Allied Artists of West Virginia, reproductions 
of Far Eastern Art, West Virginia Books (Some of which were lent 
by Judge Ritz) and Persian Art objects lent by Mrs. Warren Stone. 

Since the first of February the Adult Department has set up 
a special collection of books for young adults, primarily Jeutome 
high school students. Supplying books for this age group is a 
definite responsibility of the library which previously, as regis- 
tration statistics show, has not been adequately met. 

Respectfully submitted, 


heed P Kage. 


Acting Librarian 
March 5, 19435 
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LIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 1943 
“Non-fiction 2687 
Fiction 5866 
YA Collection 482 

aa gg ot: a 

B & G Dept. 

Non-fiction 1G6 
Pee BOM ak oe S 2514 
Teacher's Cir. 1284 
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Total of Main Library 
DOKMOBILE-EX TENSION 


) AdutL: Dept « 
Non-fiction 545 


Rie tion 1604 
Total 
B & G Dept. 
Non-fiction 028 
Fiction 1281 
Total 


Teacher Cir. 

Total of Bookmobile 
ARNET BRANCH 

| Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 5068 
Fiction 460 
Total 
B & G Dept. 
Non-fiction Beo 
Piepion es 
Total 


Total of Garnet Branch 


(AIN TOTALS 
a Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 5400 
Fiction 59350 
B & G Dept. 
Non-fiction Recah s: 
Fiction 5907 
Total non-fiction 
Fiction 


VA Collection 

Teachers Circ. Bookmobile 
Boys & Girls 

Grand Total 


7059. 


4561 


1949 
1609. 


514 


828 
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Circulation for February 1945 - - All Depts. 
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16,833 
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Registration for February, - 19456 


Main Library 


AGULT: 


ies ore 


Bookmobile: 


Garnet Branch 


TOTAL 


<2 


New Borrowers 
Re-recistered 


New Borrowers 
Re-registered 


New Borrowers 
Re-registered 


New Borrowers 
Re-registered 


795 
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15 
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New Borrowers 
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1943 
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Report of the Acting Librarian for March 1943 


Bontinued increases shown in the Library's circualtion 
statistics for the past month are most gratifying. The Adult and 
the Boys's and Girls' Department show increases in circulation over 
the preceding month and over March 1942, making an increase of over 
4,000 over March 1942. 

o40 titles oe 491 volumes were acquired by purchase during 
March. 61 periodicals were rebound. Maps, pamphlets, etc. brought 
expenditures from the book fund to a total of $1,767.79. 

In the Catalog Department 442 volumes were accessioned of 
which 178 were juvenile. 3502 new Adult books and 25 new juvenile 
books were cataloged; 85 adult books were recataloged and 68 
juvenile books were recataloged making a total of 480 books cataloged 
for the month. 1852 catalog cards were added to the catalogs in 
March of which 825 were Library of Congress cards. 

Outstanding acquisitions during the past month include Baker's 
History of the English Novel in 10 volumes and early reports of the 
American Historical Association. 

5 Five members of the staff attended a library meeting in Pitts- 
“burgh on March 17th and 18th. Since there will be no American 
Library Association convention this year the delegation sent to 
Pittsburgh proved a professionaly stimulating substitute. 

ves Hiotiie Moore, appointed Head of the Extension Department 
at the last meeting of the Board of Directors, took over her duties 
on Mareh 8, 1945. Since then the Bookmobile schedule has incorporated 
an additional stop at Ordnance Park, S+. Albans. 

Noteworthy exhibits for the past month have been the winning 


drawings and paintings for the Children's musical pictures contest, 
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photographs of China and the Chinese, and reproductions of modern 
Me&Xican paintings. Special exhibits of model airplanes have been 
lent to the Boys and Girls' Department by Miss May MacAlister and 
of Mexican handicrafts lent to the Adult Department by Mr. M. W. 
Harmone 

Reference work in the Main Library, as shown by records of 
questions asked, is becoming more and more important. The number 
of requests for information of all kinds has increased 600% in 
the past year. 

The Library has continued to compile and memeograph booklists 
on various sibjects. This practice seems worthwhile since readers 
in the tiers use and take home the lists and several others have 


_ asked to have lists mailed to them. 
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TOTALS 


19435 
Non-fiction 5929 
Poe cton. © 6516 
Juvenile: 
‘Non-fiction Vee 
Fiction 4167 
Totals 
Non-fiction Hoos 
‘Fietion 10683 
YA Collection boo 
Teacher's Col: 
Bookmobile Bow 
B& G@ Dept. 3599 
GRAND TOTAL: 20,847 
Registration 
Main Library 
Adult: New Borrowers 205 
Re-registered en 
B&G New Borrowers EOS 
Re-registered 8 
Bookmobile-Extension 
oe New Borrowers LO? 
Re-registered @) 
Garnet Branch 
New Borrowers 14 
Re-registered O 
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Report of the Acting Lybrarian for 


April 1943 


The total number of books issued for home use during April 
was 18,151 as compared with 15,528 during April 1942. 408 re- 
search reference questions were recorded in the Adult Department 
during the past month. 428 cards were issued to borrowers. 

Expenditures for books amounted to $1,259.57 for 551 adult 
books and $183.53 for 141 juvenile books. Postage, Maps, period- 
icals, pamphlets, etc. brought expenditures from the book fund to 
@icobel of $2,102.33. 

For equipment, printing, supplies, and repairs a total of $244.41 
was expended during April. 

During April 428 volumes were accessioned of which 406 were: 
adult titles and 22 were juvenile titles. 

The Preparations Department cataloged a total of 451 new 
volumes or 291 titles. Of these 356 volumes or 240 titles were 
placed in the Adult Deparmtnet and 61 volumes or 51 titles were 
placed in the Boys’ and Girls! Department. 45,128 cards were added 
to the Library catalogs of which 1,263 were Library of Congréss 
Cards. 282 books were recataloged. 

Notable acquisitions in the past month included the Universal 
Jewish Encyclopedia and a history of French Dramatic literature. 
published by the Johns Hopkins Press. 

Exhibits during April included a display of the process of 


m& ing stained glass and an exhibit of samples of Blenko glassware. 


| The garden clubs of Charleston have been particularly generous 


in the past month in sending to the library a variety of flowers. 
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April Report 1943 


A one day Institute on War and Post War Issues sponsored by 

the Kanawha County Public Library, the State Coordinator on War 
and Post War Issues presenting the American Library Association 
was held in the Municipal Auditorium on April twenty-ninth. In 
this instance the Library was able to assume a measure of community 
leadership and also to benefit by both radio and newspaper publicity. 

| The Head of the Extension Department has made preliminary in- 
vestigations into the greater use of the Bookmobile by industrial 
workers. She has interviewed the perspnesi managers in some of the 
local plants and has discovered ways in which Bookmobile service 
may be more effective. Whether the Library is in a position to 
increase its county service or not depends upon a number of 
factors. 


Respectfully sumbitted, 


Jerk Lone 
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Circulation for all Depts. April 1943 


MAIN LIBRARY 


1943 
Adult Dept. 

Non-fiction 2805 
Fiction F 5407 
YA Collection (517) 
Non-fiction 215 
Fiction 242 

Total 

Boys! And Girls' 
Non-fiction 846 
Fiction 2504 
Teacher's Cir. 1443 


Total 


Total of Mian Library 


Extension Dept. 


Bookmobile 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 505 
Fiction 1836 
Total 
B&G 
Non-fiction 490 
Fiction 1491 
Total 
Teachers Cir. 1066 


Total of Extension Dept. 
Garnet Branch 


Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 4235 
Fiction 437 
Total 
B&G 
Non-fiction 274 
Fiction 87 
Total 


Total of Garnet Branch 
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Adult 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 


Juvenile 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total Non-fiction 
Fiction 


Teacher's Cole Bookmobile 
Boys! and Girls 


Grand Total 


MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult New Borrowers 
Re-registered 


B&G New Borrowers 
. Re-registered 


BOOKMOBILE 


EXTENSION 


New Borrowers 
Re-registered 


GARNET BRANCH 


New Borrowers 
Re-reg. 


Total New Borrowers 
Re-registered 


4008 
9922 


1610 
4082 
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Report of the Acting Librarian 
For 


May 1943 


The total number of books issued for home use during May 
was 16,106, as compared with 13,476 during May of 1942. In- 
creases were noted in adult non-fiction and in juvenile fiction 
and non-fiction. This is the fifth consecutive month that has 
Shown increases in the Library's circulation work. 

289 cards were issued to new borrowers as compared with 
256 during May of 1942. 

221 volumes were acquired by purchase during the month, at 
a cost of $447.57. 72 volumes were rebound at a cost of $113.76. 
Total expenditures from the book fund including postage, maps, 
pamphlets, etc., amounted to $571.59. 

For supplies and repairs a total of $46.35 was expended dur- 
ing May. 

1,071 volumes, of which 519 were adult volumes and 552 were 
juvenile volumes, were accessioned in May. This figure compares 
favorably with the 469 accessioned in May, 1942. 

The Preparations Department in the past month cataloged a 
total of 1,011 volumes as compared with 229 in May, 1942. of 
the new titles cataloged during May, 506 were adult titles and 
202 were juvenile titles. 303 volumes were recataloged. Records 
of 69 books worn out or lost were withdrawn. 

122 reference questions in the Boys! and Girls! Department 
and 620 in the Adult Department were recorded during May. This 


represents an increase of 593 questions over May 1942. 
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The Extension Department in preparing a summer schedule has 


. publicized its service with flyers, booklists, and posters. For 


example, the Sharon Store has put a flyer about Bookmobile ser- 
vice in each family's sack of groceries and posters have been 
put up in Clendenin. A collection of books for Young Adults and 
a special section of technical books have been established in the 
Bookmobile to facilitate service to readers. 

Story hours in the Boys! and Girls! Department have been 


discontinued as usual for the summer months. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Circulation - May 1943 


MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


YA Collection 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


Total Adult Dept. 


B&G DEPT. 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


19435 


666 


2,327 


Teacher's Collection 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 
Total B&G Dept. 
TOTAL FOR MAIN LIBRARY 


EXTENSION DEPT. 


. Bookmobile 


Adult books 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total , 


Juvenile books 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


379 
1,746 


323 
1,452 
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Teachers Coll.Adult 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


Juvenile 
Non-fcition 
Fiction 

Total 


Total Teachers Collection 
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TOTAL FOR EXTENSION DEPT. 
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Circulation - May 1943 


1943= 
GARNET BRANCH 

Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 546 
Fiction 587 

Total 

Juvenile Dept. 

Non-fiction 210 
Fiction 85 


Total 
TOTAL FOR GARNET BRANCH 


GRAND TOTAL ALL DEPTS. 


SUMMARY 

Adult 
Non-fiction 5,026 
Fiction 5,147 

Total 

Juvenile 
Non-fiction A yy 2 
Fiction 5,865 


Teacher Coll. 1942 
Total 


GRAND TOTAL 


755 


295 
1,028 
16,106 


8,473 


7,633 
16,106 


1942 


3,269 
5,729 


1,430 
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13,476 
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Registration - May 1943 


MAIN LIBRARY 1943 1942 
Adult Dept. 
New borrowers 146 P6S\2 
Re-registered is Toe 
Total 158 254 
B & G Dept. 
New borrowers 68 28 
Re-registered 4. 29 
Total ie SY 
Total Mian Library 200 1, Egy 
EXTENSION BEPT. 
Bookmobile 
at New borrowers 65 65 
Re-registered O 2 


Total 65 67 


GARNET BRANCH 


New borrowers LO 6) 
Re-registered 6 502 

Total 16 502 
TOTAL NEW BORROWERS 289 256 


TOTAL RE-REGISTERED Le 40 4 
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Report of the Acting Librarian 


June 1943 


Circulation of books and reference work in the past month 
were marked by increases over June 1942. 114 more borrowers 
were registered; 606 more books were borrowed; 645 more reference 
questions were recorded. 

200 volumes were acquired by purchase during the month at a 
cost of $453.13. 156 volumes were rebound at a cost of $130.44 
Pamphlets and postage eet expenditures from the book fund to 
a total of $589.20 

Supplies and repairs totaled $80.22 

(/ 1,071 volumes were accessioned in June. Im this number were 
included the “Rolls Series,","Notes and Queries," and some of the 
Bibliographical Society publications which have been in the Li- 
brary since early 1941 and 194¢c. 

The Catalog Department prepared 1,006 volumes for the shelves 
during June 1943 as compared with 295 volumes in June 1942. Of this 


| number 274 volumes were from the accumulation of books that have 


‘been in the Library for years without having been recorded in the 
Catalogs. If the present rate of cataloging is maintained the 
Library's book stock will be doubled within five years. 
A 7 day loan period for new andpopular books was started on 
June 25th and has met with general approval on the part of readers. 
An outstanding exhibit which attracted interest was the collec- 
tion of Mark Twain's first editions lent by Mr. Arthur Dayton and on. 


display in the Library during the past month. 
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The work of the Extension Department has been noteworthy in 
the past month. On June lst the summer schedule for the Bookmobile 
became effective with stops at Carbide and Carbon Chemicals Corp- 
oration, Reed, and Hope Natural Gas Company being added. Publicity 
about Bookmobile service has already resulted in an increase in 
tie circulation cof books. Two posters in Clendenin, for’ exanple, 


brought an immediate increase in readers and books issued. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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MES Ly 9 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


YA Collection 
Non-fiction 21o 
Fiction 274 
Total 


Total Adult Dept. 


Nen-fiction 665 
Fiction SOUS 
Total 


Teacher's Collection 
Non-fiction - 
Fiction . 524 

Total 


fotal B & G Dept. 


Booiaebile 
ee me Ault. Books 
Non-fiction 296 
Fiction 1393 
, Total 


Juvenile books > 
Non-fiction Zoo 
Waietion’: 995 

Total 


- Teacher's Coll. 
> Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total . 
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Circulation - june 1945 


GARNET BRANCH 


Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 193 


Fiction 507 
Total 
Juvenile Dept. 
Non-fiction «© 188 
Fiction 91 
Total 


Total Garnet Branch 


GRAND TOTAL ALL DEPTS. 


Aguas. 
Non-fiction 2820 
Fiction 5400 
Total 
Juvenile 
Non-fiction 1098 
Fiction 4112 
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13,421 


12,815 
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Registration - June 19436 - 


MAIN LIBRARY 


19 48 
Adult Dept. eo 
New borrowers 209 
Re-registered 6 
Total 
B& G@ Dept. 
New borrowers 105 
Re-registered 5 
Total 


Total Main Library 


EXTENSION DEPT. 


Bookmobile 
New borrowers ey 
Re-registered 2 
Total 


GARNET BRANCH 


New borrowers 10 
Re-registered 4 
Total 


TOTAL NEW BORROWERS 


TOTAL RE-REGISTERED 


245 
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Report of the Acting Librarian 
July 1943 


The total number of books lent for home use during July 1943 
ae 14,299, as compared with 13,715 in July 1942. Increases in use 
of books are also to be noted over the preceding month of June. 

324 cards were made for new borrowers. 

268 volumes were acquired by purchase during the month at a 
cost of $947.39. 217 adult books and 28 juvenile books were 
rebound at a cost of $267.99. Postage, periodicals, etc. brought 
expenditures from the book fund to a total of $1,226.97. 

For equipment, supplies and repairs a total of $179.13 was 
expended in July. 

During July 1,102 volumes were accessioned, of which 10135 were 
adult titles and 89 were juvenile titles. 

Notable acquisitions in the past month include Beilstein's Hand 
Book of Organic Chemistry and the Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory. 

The Catalog Department prepared a total of 773 volumes of which 
171 were titles from our stock of older uncataloged material. 

The new head of the Boys and Girls, Miss Dorothy Dickinson, 
joined the staff on July 7. A study of the juvenile borrowers has 
been made whereby we know which schools have the most or least 
library users. ‘This background work will enable us to plan an 


efficient program of co-operation with the city schools. 
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Miss Helen Bartlett joined the staff July 12 to replace 
Miss Baumeister. Miss Bartlett's previous experience has especially 
fitted her for reference and research work. Emphasis has been 
placed on the reference books in the Adult Department with a view 


to having them in good shape for the coming year. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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CIRCULATION FOR ALL DEPARTMENTS 
July 1943 


1943 


MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult Department 
Non-fiction 2,264 


Fiction 4,138 
Total 


YA Collection 


Non-fiction 2435 
Fiction 278 
Total 


Total Adult Department 


Boys! & Girls' Department 


Non-fiction 57S 
Fiction ce yooe 
Total 


Teachers! Collection 
Total B. & G Department 


Total of Main Library 


EXTENSION DEPARTMENT 
Bookmobile 
Adult books: 
Non-fiction 449 
Fiction 1,692 
Total 


Bs «2 Gas 
Non-fiction 504 
Fiction 1,283 
Total 


Teachers! Cir. 


Total of Extension Department 


GARNET BRANCH 
Adult Dept. 


Non-fiction 166 
Fiction 4°73 


Total 


6,402 


Sel 


2,795 


2,141 


6359 


6,923 


2,795 
9,718 


3,728 


1942 


2,753 
5,068 


428 
1,225 


191 
1,888 
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202 
O97 


7,821 


1,653 


2,079 


199 


7,821 
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Circulation - July 1943 


1943 1942 
GARNET BRANCH (Cont.) 
Bia oe Wet 
Non-fiction 86 144 
Fiction 128 101 
Total 214 245 
Total of Garnet Branch 855 1,044 
TOTALS - COMPLETE 
1943 — 1942 
ADULT: Non-fiction 5,122 5,146 
Fiction 6,081 7,995 
Total 9,703 10,699 
JUVENILE: Non-fiction 9635 779 
Fiction 5,655 e,eol 
Total 4,596 5,016 
Total Non-fiction 4,085 5,925 
8 Fiction 10,214 9,790 
Total Teachers! Co. Bkn. @) @) 
” B. & G. Dept. @) O 
GRAND TOTAL: 14,299 13,715 
REGISTRATION 
MAIN LIBRARY ; . 
Aduliguict New B. 183 272 
Re-reg. 29 48 
De ae Fs New B. 59 : SC 
Re-Reg. 67 2¢ 
Bookmobile . New B. 78 81 
Re-reg 8) 2 
Garnet Branch New B. 4 5 
Re-Reg. 2 O 
Total New B. 524 408 
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ee BPORT oF “THE ACTING LIBRARIAN 


y « ey 


ee Kueves - SEPTEMBER 1943 


The past two months have shown continued development Kal 


Aan 


‘ of ‘library service in Charleston and Kanawha County. In August | ad 


total circulation of books showed an increase of almost 1,000 


‘ cn iY 


over August 1942. Sepbember circulation surpassed September 1942 _ 


by 2,005 books. In the two-month period a total of 648 new bor- 
—s rowers were registered. | MP 


949 books were acquired by purchase during August at a 


cost of $1,797.61. 359 books were acquired in September at a 


Wie cost of $1,014.65. 106 juvenile books were rebound at a cost of 
a 496.45 in September. Postage, periodicals, etc. brought the total 
a two-month expenditures from the book fund to $2,953.66 
; For equipment, Weapon and repairs a total of 0125.07 4 
“ae was expended in August and $136.79 in September. "en 


465 books were accessioned in August. ‘705 books were 


/ 


' accessioned in September. ee 
Notable acquisitions in the past two months have included Ms 


ul 


ca missing volumes of periodicals currently received in the uibrarp ae 
phy Bock titles as "Chemical and Metallurgical Engineering," "Chemical 
Abstracts" and “Engineering and Mining Journal" which were discon- 
Ba tinued during the 1930's are now being made complete. 

835 volumes were cataloged in August and 971 in Septenber. 
910 volumes of the older uncataloged material have been cataloged 


and ‘placed upon the shelves to date. 58 juvenile titles were with- 


drawn in August. 365 adult titles and 1636 juvenile titles were 
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| The Boys and Girls Department in the past two months 
has completed its reorganization of registration records and 
begun an inventory of book stock. 

The Extension Department, in spite of a two-week sus- 
pension of service while the Bookmobile was being painted, shows 
increases in use. In September a new schedule for the fall months 
became effective. The new schedule added 6 new stops. The Book- 
mobile now makes 40 stops as compared to 29 as of last year. 

The Adult Department's emphasis on reference service 
continues to show encouraging results. 570 Reference questions 
in August and 542 in September were received - a total of 912 as 
compared to 235 in August and September of 1942. In September 
the Return and Charging Desks were combined, a change which, 
except in busy hours, enables one person instead of two to handle 
all the clerical routines of registering borrowers and receiving 
and issuing books. In the Circulation Room where the Charging Desk 
used to be, an information and reference desk has been placed. 

The information is now staffed full-time by professional assistants 
whose service is not interrupted by clerical work. A telephone 
extension installed at the information desk has made it possible 
for all telephone inquiries for reference service to be handled 

by the professionally trained assistant. 

The greatly increased number of cataloged books added 
to the Adult Department shelves in the last 5 or 6 months has 


resulted crowding of the open shelves. In order to provide more 


space, the entire adult fiction stock has been examined. All works 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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1943 
MAIN LIBRARY 

Adult Dept. 

Non-fiction 2119 
Piction 4068 
Total 

YA Collection 
Non-fiction 229 
Pee CLO7 258 

Total 
Total Adult Dept. 

Boys \»&»Giris' Dept. 
Non-fiction Sle 
Fiction 2419 

Total 

Teachers! Collection @) 

Total B. & GG. Dept. 

TOTAL MAIN LIBRARY 

EXTENSION DEPT. 
Bookmobile 

Adult Books 
Non-fiction 413 
rretion LES 

Total 

B&G 
Non-fiction 268 
Fiction Liler 

Total 


Teachers! Circulation 


Total of Extension Dept. 


GARNET BRANCH 


Adult Non-Fiction 268 
Fiction 434 

Total 
B & G Non-Fiction 212 
Fiction 141 

Total 


Total Garnet Branch 


GRAND TOTAL ALL DEPARTMENTS 


6187 


e152 


702 


555 


9585 


5527 


1055 


Ba CIRCULATION - AUGUST 1943 


1942 


1353 


200 
990 


ESC 
98 


14,167 


8099 


790 


288 


O9eL 


2449 


1078 


13,448 
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SUMMARY 


1943 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 4029 
Fiction 6459 
Total 9488 
Juvenile 
Non-Fiction 992 
, Fiction 5687 
Total 4679 
Total Non-fiction 4021 
TOCEL Piction 10146 
Teachers! Col's-Bookmobile @) 
Bees ae (ep ts : e) 
GRAND TOTAL 14167 
REGISTRATION 


MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult-New B. 
Re-reg. 


B. & GG. New B. 
Re-reg. 


Bookmobile 
New B. 
Ew-reg 


Garnet Br. 


New B. 
Re-reg 


TOTAL: 


Circulation - August 1943 


New B. 


‘Re-res. 


186 


10476 


2972 
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‘otal Adult Dept. 


- Total B. & G. Dept. 
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a 
TOTAL MAIN LIBRARY 


Non-Fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


fgeters' Circulation 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 
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Circulation - September 1943 


SUMMARY 
1943 1942 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 5041 o200 
fiction 5916 6298 
Total 9257 9548 
Juvenile 
Non-fiction 1144 636 
Fiction COL 1425 
Total 4457 2061 
Total Non-fiction 4485 5886 
Total Fictien 9229 Vigo 
Teacher's Collection - Extension 
Department O a in 
B&G Dept O O 
Ue) eh el eke ea eS we Se ew 6 ee LOT L4 11,609 
REGISTRATION 
MAIN LIBRARY 
Adult Dept. New B. 195 ra Bh 
Re-reg. : ots) 41 
B& G Dept. New B. DD 42 
Re-reg. ro O 
Extension 
Dept. New B. rae” i er) 
Re-reg 6: i 
ARNET BRANCH New B. 4 29 
Re-reg 6 0 
TOTAL: New B. 475 oy 
Re-reg 79 fe 
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REPORT OF THE ACTING LIBRARIAN 
For 


OCTOBER 1943 


Circulation of books in the past month shows an 
increase of 5,288 over October 1942. 324 more borrowers 
were given cards in October 1943 than in October 1942. 
ol7 research reference questions and 416 quick reference 
questions, a total of 953, were recorded in last month as 


compared with a total of 255 in the same month a year ago. 


416 books were acquired by purchase during September 
at a cost of $842.31. Of these 50 were juvenile titles, for 
which a sum of $81.34 was expended. 134 adult books were 
rebound at a total cost of $115.91. Postage, periodicals, 
etc. brought the total expenditure from the book fund to 


$966.40. 


For equipment, supplies and repairs, a total of 
$558.06 was expended in October. In this amount are included 


tables and book shelves built for the Adult Department. 


609 books were accessSioned in October. Notable acquisi- 
tions in the past month include Rand McNally's Banker's Directory 
and Poor's Register of Directors and Executives of the United 


States and Canada. 


AT it et 
' rE jh? Ne 
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910 volumes were cataloged in October. 3,384 catalog 
cards for books added to the collection were filed in the 


catalogs. This number exceeds all previous monthly totals. 


In the past month the Head of the Boys! and Girls! 
Department has made visits to the school classes in Mercer 
and the Catholic Schools. The value of publicizing the 
children's room has already been demonstrated by the greatly 


increased use of juvenile books. 


t 


The Adult Department's work on books in the educational 
and psychological fields shows encouraging results. The 
Library's holdings in these fields may be said to be standard 
and up-to-date. The Head of the Adult Department arranged a 
display of recent educational books at the State Education 

raat AGO ™ +i 
Association Exhibit Hall. The books displayed were examined 


by 125 persons attending the conference and bookla@ts were 


distributed. 


special exhibits arranged in the Library for the State 
Education Meetings included a display of Children's Art lent 
by the Mason School of Arts and a display of Psychological 
Testing Equipment lent by Drs. Ralph and Frieda Merry. 


ke 


Respectfully submitted, 
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CIRCULATION - OCTOBER 1945 


a 


1943 1942 
MAIN LIBRARY 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction BAD Lo 2,954 
Fiction ook 4,580 
Total 6,450 7,014 
YA Collection 
Non-fiction 206 = 
Fiction AGRE o 
Total 407 - 4 
Total Adult Dept 6,837 7,514 
B&G DEPT. 
Non-fiction 826 527 
rictvien yes i yy Lee 
Jifshry: © eae 5,687 1,679 
Total B&G Dept. — 35,687 1,679 
TOTAL FOR MAIN LIBRARY 10,524 8,996 
EXTENSION ‘DEET. | 
Bookmobile 
Adult Books 
Non-fiction 490 202 
Fiction 1,653 1,330 
Total 2,143 p Mies ys r= 
Juvenile Books 
Non-fiction 436 261 
Fiction 1,553 866 
Total 1,989 goles 
Teacher's Collection - Adult 
Non-fiction 4.34 = 
Fiction 66 - 
Total 500 - 
Juvenile 
Non-fiction se bt & - 
PLeeLon: >: Bow os 
Fobal 310 e 
Total Teachers Collection 810 544 


TOTAL FOR EXTENSION DEPT 4,942 5,003 
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Circulation - October 1945 


1943 i942 
GARNET BRANCH 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 449 4.17 
Fic tion 442 513 
Total 891 
Juvenile Dept 
Non-fiction O49 Sel 
Fiction 152 Lao 
Total 501 
TOTAL FOR GARNET BRANCH 1,592 
J 
GRAND TOTAL ALL DEPARTMENTS 16,898 
SUMMARY 
Adult 
Non-fiction 4,092 0,005 
Fiction 6.279 6,295 
Total 10,371 
Juvenile 
Non-fiction L668 i, LO9 
Fiction 4,819 2,141 
Total 6,487 
16,858 
TOTAL Vo wet Le pie - Lon 
Non-fiction oy71S0 4,662 
Fiction Lo 08s 8,564 
Teachers! Col. Extension 544 
GRAND TOTAL: 16,858 15,370 


950 © 


1,374 
13,370 
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Registration - October 1943 


MAIN LIBRARY 1943 


Adult Dept 
New borrowers 242 
Re-registered 50 

Total 


B&G Dept. 


New borrowers 129 
Re-registered 4. 
Total 


Total Main Library 


EXTENSION DEPT. 


Bookmobile 
New borrowers O89 
Re-registered 24 

Total 


GARNET BRANCH 


New borrowers 1? 
Re-registered w 

Focal 
TOTAL NEW BORROWERS Ha ke: 
TOTAL RE-REGISTERED 85 


age 


415 


24 


429 


1942 


266 
40 


146 


494 
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REPORT OF THE ACTING LIBRARIAN 


For 


at f 1943 
Nove 


In November 1943 20,790 books were issued for home use 
as compared with 15,568 in November 1942, an increase of 
7,422. 800 borrowers were registered, a total which represents 
an increase of 565 over November 1942. The entire Staff is to 
be commended for its ability to maintain usual services under 
the exacting conditions caused by these unexpectedly large 
increases. 

244 books were purchased in the past month at a cost of 
046.63. Postage, periodicals, pamphlets, etc. brought the 
total expenditures from the book fund to $660.56 for the month 
of November. 
| A total of $394.66 for equipment, supplies and repairs 
was expended in the past month. 

612 books were accessioned in November. The first pur- 
chase from the Bradford Memorial Fund of Brinkley's "History of 
the Settlement and Indian Wars of Tazewell County," published 
in 1852, was made in November. The book covers part of the 
present McDowell County. 

788 volumes were cataloged in November. A total of 468 
worn-out volumes were withdrawn. 

943 reference queries were handled in the Adult Depart- 
ment in the past month. The addition of new shelving in the 


reference room, necessary because of increased book stock, 
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has made easier the use of reference tools. A collection 

of books on flower arrangement exhibited at a November Garden 
Club Council meeting proved once more the value of publicizing 
the Library's services. 

Hlementary School classes have continued to be visited 
by or to visit the Boyst and Girls' Department, a practice which 
greatly increases the use of children's tools. Book Week in 
the Boys' and Girls' Department was celebrated by appropriate 


exhibits, displays of new children's books, and Story hours. 
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CIRCULATION - NOVEMBER 1943 


1943 


MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 2,742 


Fiction 5,855 
Total 
YA Collection 
Non-fiction 216 
Fiction Ue 
Total 


Total Adult Dept. 


DEPT. 

Non-fiction 1,038 

Fiction 4,016 
Total 

Teacher's Collection 

Non-fiction 208 
Fiction 7 oe 

Total 


Total B & G Dept. 


FOR MAIN LIBRARY 


EXTENSION DEPT. 


Adult Books 


Non-fiction 624 
Fietion 2,159 
Total 
Juvenile books 
Non-fiction 649 
Fiction 2,092 
Total 
Teachers Coll. Adult 
Non-fiction 528 
Fiction 92 
Total 
Juvenile 
Non-fiction 125 
Fiction 539 
Total 


6,597 
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5,054 


085 


2,783 


2,741 
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Total Teachers Collection 


TOTAL FOR EXTENSION DEPT. 


1,284 
6,808 


1942 
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CIRCULATION - NOVEMBER 1943 


1943 
GARNET BRANCH 


Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 452 


Fiction 498 
Total ; 950 
Juvenile Dept. 
Non-fiction 557 
Fietion 168 
Total 505 
TOTAL FOR GARNET BRANCH 1,455 
GRAND TOTAL ALL DEPARTMENTS 20, #90- 
SUMMARY 
Adult 
Non-fiction 4,562 
Fiction 6,781 tae ; 
Total 11,343 
Juvenile 
Non-fiction 2,007 
Fiction 6,990 
Total 9,347 


Teacher Voll. 1942 


GRAND TOTAL 20,790 


1942 


045 


463 


264 
115 


3,402 
5,883 


1,099 
2,783 


806 


879 


9,285 


3,882 
201 


13,368 
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1943 


MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 
New borrowers 2 
Re-registered 
Total 


B&G Dept. 
New borrowers 2 
Re-registered 
Total 


Total Main Library 


EXTENSION DEPT. 
Bookmobile 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 
Total 


GARNET BRANCH 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 
Total 
GRAND TOTAL: 
New borrowers 


Re-registered 
Total 


REGISTR 
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275 


£13 


286 


7585 
67 


488 


292 
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1942 


247 
105 
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REPORT FOR DECEMBER 1943 


In the past month tre prevalent influenza and measles 
affected library activity in all departments. However, increases 
in circulation, registration, etc. are to be noted in comparison 
with December 1942. 17,942 books were issued for home use last 
month as compared with 11,606 in 1942, an increase of 6,336. 

555 new borrowers were registered in December, representing an 
increase of 23 over the same month a year ago. 633 reference 
questions were handled in the past month, an increase of 274 over 
December 1942, 

775 books were purchased in the past month at a cost of 
$1445.90. 117 magazines were bound at a cost of $254.00. 331 
books were rebound at a cost of $306.04. Magazine renewals for 
approximately 50% of the Library's subscription list totaled 
$589.1@. Postage, pamphlets, etc. brought the total expenditures 
from the book fund to $2,315.27 for the month of December 1943. 

$45.40 for supplies, equipment and repair was expended 
in the past month. 

662 volumes were accessioned in December. Among the 
noteworthy books received was Gregory's Union List of Serials, 
an invaluable reference tool which locates files of magazines and 
serials in the larger libraries of the country. 

A total of 797 volumes were prepared for the shelves by 
the Catalog Department. 57 worn out juvenile books were withdrawn. 
The inventory, but not the count, of children's books has been 
completed. A total of 548 volumes are missing. Records for these 


missing books have been withdrawn. It is not likely that all of 
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these books have been lost or stolen. It is quite probable that 
the cards for many of them remained in the files through faulty 
discard procedures. 

Several exhibits were lent to the library for display 
in December. Among those which attracted attention were a collec- 
tion of foreign dolls lent by Mrs. John Nichol, Daumier Lithographs, 
lent by the American Federation of Art, and reproductions of well- 
known paintings lent by the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

New sections have been added to the card catalog in the 
Adult Department. While the appearance of the Reading Room has 
not necessarily been improved thereby, consultation of the catalog 


by readers has been made easier. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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CIRCULATION - DECEMBER 19435 


1943 1942 
MAIN LIBRARY 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 1960 2585 
Fiction 5029 5508 
Total 4989 5691 
YA Collection 
Non-fiction 169 @) 
Fiction 17 O 
Total 546 @) 
Total Adult Dept. 5500 5691 
B & G DEPT. 
Non-fiction 697 550 
Fiction 2811 TRS 
Total 2508 LS29 
Teacher's Collection 
Non-fiction 244 - 
Fiction 1S21 - 
Total 1765 72 
Total B & G Dept. 5273 2095 
TOTAL FOR MAIN LIBRARY 10,608 8086 
EXTENSION DEPT. 
Bookmobile 
Adult: Books 
Non=fiction 5Se 189 
Fiction 1865 1022 
Total . 2097 1211 
Juvenile Books 
Non-fiction 499 174 
Fiction 1847 851 
Total 2046 1025 
Teachers Coll. Adult 
Non-fiction LS2 
Fietien <5 ~ 
Total 147 ~ 
Juvenile 
Non-fiction 123 - 
Fiction 858 - 
Total 981 4 - 
j Total Teachers Collection 1128 ‘ 177 


TOTAL FOR EXTENSION DEPT. 5871 24135 
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Circulation - December 1943 


1943 1942 
GARNET BRANCH 
Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 444 565 
Fiction 520 432 
Fotal 964 795 
Juvenile Dept. 
Non-fiction SBD 222 
Fiction 174 90 
Total 499 S12 
TOTAL FOR GARNET BRANCH 1463 1107 
GRAND TOTAL ALL DEPARTVENTS 17,942 11,606 
SUMMARY 
: Adult 
Non-fiction 3247 2935 
Fiction 5605 A762 
fotal 8852 "eet 
Juvenile 
Non-fiction 1879 946 
Fiction ps 2714 
Total 9090 5,660 
Teacher Coll. 1942 249 
Total 249 
GRAND TOTAL L7 , 942 11,606 
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REGISTRATION - DECEMBER 1945 


MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 
Total 


B&G Dept. 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 
Total 


Total Main Library 


EXTENSION DEPT. 
BOOKMOBILE 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 
Total 


GARNET BRANCH 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 
Total 


GRAND TOTAL 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 
Total 
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REPORT OF THE ACTING LIBRARIAN FOR 


JANUARY 1944 


The total circulation of books for the past month was 19,501, 
an increase of 3,926 over January 1945. Increases in Adult fiction 
and juvenile literature more than offset a slight decline in adult 
non-fiction. 580 borrowers' cards were issued. 1027 reference 
questions were handled in the past month, an increase of 415 over 
January 1945. These increases are especially gratifying since in 


the past month the staff was lacking two professional assistants. 


The first two meetings of the series of book reviews and infor- 
mal talks were held in the Browsing Room January 14th and 28th. The 
two speakers, Mrs. Herscher and Miss Clark, initiated the series. 
This new library service attracted good attendance and approval on 


the part of readers. 


Miss Wilma Brown, new Head of the Boys! and Girls! Department, 
reported for work January 24th. Miss Brown has already inaugurated 
some new procedures, such as "self-charging" of books, which have 


proved successful with the Library's young readers. 


The first traveling library of 95 books was sent on January 
e4th to Jefferson Park. The Jefferson Park Garden Club is sponsoring 
the project. Mrs. Stewart, who has charge of the collection, reports 


that the residents of the community are well pleased with the service. 


Exhibits in the Library have included a collection of fans 


lent by Dr. Alpha Owens, of the Morris Harvey Faculty; photographs 


(fot ,01 eaw csnom teag oct viol ‘xloot 9 $ botda : 2 
moltol? 4iubA mt eeeasront . 880! yseuna’ eve ee. Eto 
tiube at ehifseb tdetie a doeito att 6 
gonexe ter SOL beseet otew ebtss i ay } ob tere. | 
acevo ah to eeseront a8 od. crom sesq ost chon oa id Sup 
at ecate antyti¢ers: qilalosqee ona aeeaens Viana 
vednadelens, Camo Fees tox, ows: gatsoel Bow | eee 


an @ 


stots if bas awelver 1 Xood 20. velres exit rs “epod 9em ond Cie ¥ 
ent BS bate as eS sity in mo off  atewoae ont ot Sted sh 


" 


| an 
)) 


natwoanoge et ut nepab at sopsb tet oct 
adToqes .sottoet ton cid 39 res saad oie 


wer to 2 no ooo ° on nk 28 2 
3 peeve ' 
esewngotedy see Egat X 


" sd 77, (ee ay ! 
ay : (Via ¢ ves : y | 
7 fi 4 J a ee Se ee | ‘, f, Mid fy 
: Pr 7; ; if fi ry Tees = d ‘| 
itet) 6.) « ce a AT fe 
eae Veep “oe bw Cp cete Ry, a 


of Mexican life, lent by the American Federation of Art; and still 


life pictures painted in oil by juvenile students of Mrs. Rose Sell. 


Gifts of books were received in the past month from Dr. hoy 


Bird Cook and Mr. and Mrs. Ernest M. Merrill. 


407 volumes were acquired by purchase during the months at a 
cost of $774.45. 351 volumes of periodicals were rebound at a cost 
of $70.35. Total expenditures for books, binding, subscriptions, 
pamphlets, etc. amounted to $874.24. Outstanding titles acquired 


include MaeQuown's Coal Directory and Buyer's Guide and The Library 


of Congress Subject Headings. 


For supplies, equipment and maintenance, a total of $336.75 


was expended. 


605 volumes were accessioned in the past month. A number of 
these included many volumes of the accumulated gift stock still in 
the Library. Only about 500 volumes of old material remain 


uncataloged. 


The Catalog Department prepared 1,029 volumes for the shelves 
in January. Of this number 598 were new adult titles, 226 were 


juvenile titles, and 205 volumes were re-cataloged. 


Respectfully submitted 
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MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


YA Collection 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


Total Adult Dept 
B & G DEPT. 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


Teacher's Collection 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


Totel B & G Dept. 
TOTAL FOR MAIN LIBRARY 


EXTENSION DEPT. 
Bookmobile 
Adult Books 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


Juvenile Books 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


CIRCULATION - JANUARY 1944 


Too 


Teachers Coll; Adult 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


Juvenile 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


90 
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Total Teachers Collection 


TOTAL FOR EXTENSION DEPT. 


6668 


449 


0809 


6900 


2808 
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GARNET BRANCH 


Adult Dent. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


Juvenile Dept. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


2 


Circulation - Januarv 1944 


Total for Garnet Branch 


GRAND TOTAL ALL DEPARTMENTS 


SUMMARY 


Adult 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 


Juvenile 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


Teacher Coll. 1943 


Total 


GRAND TOTAL 


1944 
494 
507 
1001 
524 
4. 
467 
4006 
6950 
LO 956 
1813 
65S2 
8 545 
Inerease - 


3,926 


947 


529 


15,375 
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REGISTRATION - 


a a 


MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 

Total 


B& G Dept. 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 

Total 


Total Main Library 


‘EXTENSION DEPT, 


Bookmobile 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 
Total 


GARNET BRANCH 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 
Total 


GRAND TOTAL 
NEW BORROWERS 
RE-REGISTERED 
TOTAL 


January 1944 


_317 
55 
570 
beeucld aol 
—25 
580 


1943 


275 
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REPORT OF THE ACTING LIBRARIAN FOR 


: PEBRUARY 1944 


In the February just past, the shortest month of the year, 
‘the Library surpassed all previous monthly totals in circulation, 
with £1,299 books issued for home use. This is an increase of 
4,466 over February 1943. All departments participated in this 
expansion of library use. 599 borrowers were registered for cards 
last month as compared with 448 in the same month of 1943. 1,220 
reference queries were handled this past month, an increase of 655 
over February 1945. Another measure of the Library's greater pop- 
ularity and recognition may have been indicated in the past month 
wea in response to the Library's classified advertisement for a 
clerical assistant, 75 people were interested in joining the staff. 

Another deposit collection of 100 books was sent to Mammoth 
Grade School on February twenty-ninth. The books. for Mammoth will 
be used by adults as well as children. Additional requests for 
books have been received from Davis Creek, Country Club Gardens, 
and Ordnance Park. 

Mr. Stuart Armstrong spoke on the works of Willa Cather in 
the Browsing Room on February eleventh. The talk scheduled for 

_ February twenty-fifth was cancelled because of a last minute change 

in the speaker's plans. Attendance at the Friday afternoon series 
begun in Janwary Aer averaged forty to fifty people. 

The Acting Librarian spoke briefly on the Library's services 
to members of the Newcomer's Club at their meeting on February twenty- 


second. Miss White of the Adult Department spoke to members of the 


Fine Arts Department of the Woman's Club on February fifteenth. 
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Mrs. George S. Laidley was the principal donor of books to 
the Library in the past month. Mrs. Laidley contributed about 400 
books, a number of which were titles of local interest. 

Outside exhibits in the Library have included reproductions 
of Russian paintings lent by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, repro- 
ductions of masterpieces of Venetian drawings lent by the American 
Federation of Art, and a collection of rings lent by Miss Winifred 
Newman. | 


"With the help of local clergymen, Lenten reading lists have 


been compiled by the Adult Department. The lists, one for Protestants 


and one for Catholics, have been printed and are being distributed 
to churches as well as to readers who come in to the Library. 
In the past twelve-month period 10,045 boolts have been cat- 


aloged by the Catalog Department. A majority of these books have 


“peen added to the Adult Department. ‘These unprecedented additions 


-certrenms to the book stock have resulted in serious shelving prob- 
lems , particularly in the Adult Department. A study, therefore, has 
been made of the reading room or circulation side of the Main Floor, 
with the purpose of adding more book stacks. By utilizing every 

available foot of floor space without loosing the minimum necessary 
@ex table and passage areas, approximately 600 feet of shelving can 


be added. This additional shelving will take care of about 3,000 


more volumes. At the present rate of growth, an added 600 feet of 92} 


Ya V 


shelving will ease the problem of book capacity for a little over a 
half year. 


505 volumes were acquired by purchase during the past month 


at a cost of $1,056.65. 216 volumes were rebound at a cost of $193.79 
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Total expenditures from the book fund, including books, binding, 
subscriptions, pamphlets, etc. amounted to $1,256.14. 19 titles 
pertaining to. the history and development of West Virginia were 
purchased from the Bradford Fund at a cost of $64.98. 

Expenditures for equipment, supplies, maintenance, 
etc. totaled $387.74 for February 1944. ' 

577 volumes were accessioned in the past month. ‘The 

Catalog Department prepared 752 books, of which 581 were adult 
and 151 were juvenile titles. 484 books were withdrawn, and of 
these 105 were worn out and discarded. 3579 of the withdrawn books 
were either lost in circulation (318) or lost and paid for (61). 


These withdrawal figures cover a three month or longer period. 
CS = 


Respectfully submitted, 
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MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


YA Collection 
Non-fiction 
Piction 

Total 


Total Adult Dept 


B & G DEPT. 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


CIRCULATION - 


Teacher's Collection 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


Total B & G Dept. 
TOTAL FOR MAIN LIBRARY 


EXTENSION DEPT. 
Bookmobile 
Adult Books 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


Juvenile Books 


Non-fiction .- 


Fiction 
Total 


Teachers Coll. 
Non-fiction 
: Fiction 
: Total 


Juvenile 
Non-fiction 

Fiction 

Total 


Adult 
PA 


TOTAL FOR EXTENSION DEPT. 


) Total Teachers Collection » 


4.56 


969 


246 


7.151 


FEBRUARY 1944 


783 
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482 


1234 


7,035 
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GARNET BRANCH 


Adult Dent. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


Juvenile Dept. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Totel 


Total for Garnet Branch 


GRAND TOTAL ALL DEPARTMENTS 


SUMMARY 


AGULT 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 


Juvenile 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


YA & 
Total 


GRAND TOTAL 


Teacher Coll. 1943 


2 


1053 
488 
1,541 
21,299 
11,429 
9,870 
21.299 


Circulation - FEBRUARY 1944 


1943 
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REGISTRATION - FEBRUARY 1944 


1944 1943 
MAIN LIBRARY 
Adult Dept. 
New borrowers 199 226 
Re-registered 100 
Total 299 249 
B & G Dept. 
New borrowers 80 109 
Re-registered 3 wee 
Totai 85 Risen 
Total Main Library rV’ 
EXTENSION DEPT. 
Bookmobile 
New borrowers 179 Wee 
Re-registered 7 fe) 
Total 186 in 
GARNET BRANCH | 
New borrowers D5 
Re-registered 6 rity 
Total ol ny 
GRAND TOTAL 
NEW BORROWERS 483 423 
RE-REGISTERED 116 W295 


TOTAL 59 
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REPORT OF THE ACTING LIBRARIAN FOR 


MARCH 1944 


Circulation of books. in March again surpassed all previous 


monthly totals with 26,553 volumes lent for home use, an increase 
of 5,706 over March 1945. All departments except the Adult Depart- 
ment, which had a decrease of 120, showed increases. Miss Kennedy, 
of the Adult Department, was transferred to Bookmobile work. This 
personnel change was necessary because of increased county work, 
but has probably weakened to a-slight extent the effectiveness of 
service’ to adults in the Main Library. In'the overall picture of 
circulation statistics juvenile literature shows the greater increase 
with a gain of 4,625 as compared to a gain of 1,083 for adult litera- 
ture. In all probability the notable circulation incresses in 
juvenile literature which have been sustained for over a year are the 
result of an increased budget for children's books and provision of 
"Teacher's collections" to elementary schools. Teacher's collections 
3 : 
which represent relatively little staff time are responsible for 6,216 


volumes of the March circulation figure. 
ts 


Both registration of borrowers and reference showed gains in 
the past month with registration increased by 197 borrower's cards 
; ~ 
issued and reference work increased by 825 questions handled. 


wre 2 


Miss Agnes Houston, who spoke on the Sculpture of Carl Milles, 
and Dr. Roy Bird Cook, who talked of local historical events, were 
the two contributors to the Library's semi-monthly program of Browsing 


<2) 


Room meetings this past month. 
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Outstanding exhibits in the Library in March included Photo- 
graphs of Carl Milles! Sculpture, lent by the American Federation 
of Art; Paintings and Drawings illustrating the history of music 
and musical Gai ee lent by the University of Pittsburgh: 


and examples of sculpture made andlent by Lieutenant Robert Martens. 


Revision of the filing in the Main Card Catalog, a process 
which has been under way for the past six months, was completed in 
March. The catalog drawers are at present over-crowded; a 30% 
expansion of the present drawer space and the addition of numerous 
eulde cards are necessary to-take care of the present and next year's 
needs. The Catalog Department prepared 907 volumes for reader use 
in the past month. Of this number 848 were adult books and 59 were 
juvenile titles. For the 907 books cataloged 3,082 cards were added 


to the catalogs. 


1,123 books acquired by purchase and gift were accessioned 
Pi. bie past month. Principal expenditures from the book fund were 
as follows: 542 adult books f,00G8'7 1, 421 children's books $809.88, 
binding 39 magazine volumes $94.67. Subscriptions, pamphlets, sos tage 


etc., brought the total book fund expenses to $2,271.40. 


Expenditures for equipment, supplies, maintenance, etes, 


4 
i 


totaled $320.25 for March 1944. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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CIRCULATION - MARCH 1944 


MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 2969 
Fiction 4205 

Total 


YA Collection 
Non-fiction RS ES 
Fiction D4 Piste) 
Total 4.38 ran 530 
6 Af ey 


Total Adult Dept 


B & G DEPT. 
Non-fiction (ithe 974 
t i ‘ DOA 


Fiction 
Total 4527 


Teacher's Collection 
Non-fiction 285 
Fiction 2B ee | 

3299 


Total 
Totel B & G Dept. 8349 7019 
14,751 


TOTAL FOR MAIN LIBRARY 15,961 
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EXTENSION DEPT. 
Bookmobile 
Adult Books 
Non-fiction 748 48 
Fiction 200 ee bik 
Total O 


Juvenile Books 
Non-fiction 807 
Fiction 

Total 


Teachers Coll. Adult 
134 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 50 
Total 


Juvenile 
Non-fiction 282 
Fiction 1928 2210 

Total 


; Total Teachers Collection 34 
TOTAL FOR EXTENSION DEPT. 4870 
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GARNET BRANCH 


Adult Devt. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Total 


Juvenile Dept. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Totel 


Total for Garnet Branch 


ra) 


Circulation - 


March 


1944 


RN SNA 


GRAND TOTAL ALL DEPARTMENTS 


SUMMARY 


Adult 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 


Juvenile 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


Teacher Coll. 
Total 


GRAND TOTAL 


1944 1943 
ay 409 - 
468 OVO 

984 
S55 324 
201 118 
556 
1540 1540 
24 \ ooo 
4565 4201 
7495 “6774 
12,058 aan: 
2505 1725 
11990 “4167 
14,495 een 
1943 3982 
26,555 


+ 5,706 


7184 
442 

1226 

20,847 
10,975 
5,890 
35982 

20,847 
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MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 

Total 


B& G Dept. 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 

Total 


Total Main Library 


EXTENSION DEPT, 
Bookmobile 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 
Total 


GARNET BRANCH 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 
Total 


GRAND TOTAL 
NEW BORROWERS 
RE-REGISTERED 
TOTAL 
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REPORT OF THE ACTING LIBRARIAN FOR 
APRIL 1944 


The total number of books lent for home use during April 1944 
was 21,196 as compared with 18,1351 in April 1943, an increase of 
5,065. All Departments participated in the increases. 567 borrow- 
ers cards were issued to readers. Reference statistics show a total 


of 1,971 questions handled in the Adult Department for the month. 


999 volumes were acquired by purchase during the month at a 
cost of $2,029.65. 11 volumes of periodicals were bound at a cost 
of $32.57. Renewal of a large portion of the Library's magazine 
subscription amounted to “353.23. Postage, pamphlets, etc. brought 


expenditures from the book fund to a total of $2,433.23. 


For equipment, supplies and repairs a total of 1,021.29 was 
expended. Of this amount $963.60 was the cost of additional book 


shelving ordered for the main floor reading room in February 1944. 


1,055 volumes were accessioned in the past month. 474 adult 
books and 391 juvenile books, a total of 876 new titles, were pre- 
pared by the Catalog Department. 54 volumes were re-cataloged, 


making a total of 930 books handled by the catalogers for the month. 


Outstanding titles acquired in April include "The Palace of 
Minos," by Sir Arthur Evans, and The Annual Register of London for 


the years 1758 through 1806. 


Miss Virginia Cavendish, President of The West Virginia Garden 


Club, spoke on gardening in the Library's Browsing Room on April 2lst. 
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Of the 95 books sent to Jefferson Park, 77 were returned 
in April. The returned books showed a circulation of 58 issues. 
A new collection of books was sent to Jefferson Park in April as 
a replacement. The fifth deposit collection was made up and sent 
to the Parent-Teachers Association of Davis Creek school this past 


month. 


Exhibits in the Library this past month included Reproductions 
of American Paintings and Reproductions of Spanish Paintings lent 


by the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 


At the request of Mr. Longley of St. John's Episcopal Church, 
the Acting Librarian reviewed new religious books on the Radio 


Program, “Church To-morrow," April 29th. 


The four authors, Helen MacInnes, John Selby, Louis Untermeyer, 
and Rex Stout, who were in Charleston for the Bond Rally on April 28th, 
came to the Library to have a picture taken which may appear in the 


"Publishers Weekly," a national magazine for the book trade. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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CIRCULATION = APRIL 1944 


1944 1943 
MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 
Non-fiction 2603 2805 
Fiction O777 3407 
Total 6380 6212 


YA Collection 
Non-fiction 177 
Fiction 193 

Total 370 517 


RB 


Total Adult Dept 6,750 6,729 
B& G DEPT; 


Non-fiction 854 
Fiction 554 
Total 4208 3350. 


Teacher's Collection 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 


Total 1833, 1443 


Total B & G Dept. 6,04) 4793 
TOTAL FOR MAIN LIBRARY Lea Lio. 


EXTENSION DEPT. 
Bookmobile 
Adult Books 
Non-fiction 542 505 
Fiction 1931 1836 
Total 2473 eo 4d, 


Juvenile Books 
Non-fiction 686 490 
Fiction 2 


Total 2955 L2nt. 
Dep.&Teachers Coll. Adult 


FR 


J 
© 
Cn 
ey 


| 
i 


Non-fiction 79 
Fiction 60 
Total 139 is eae 
Juvenile 
Non-fiction 195 Rags 
Fiction 1225 
Total 1418 
Total Teachers Collection Li5o7 1,966 


TOTAL FOR EXTENSION DEPT. | 6,985 5,388. 
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GARNET BRANCH 


Adult Dent. 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


Juvenile Dept. 


Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Totel 


ra) 


Circulation - April 1944 


Total for Garnet Branch 


GRAND TOTAL ALL DEPARTMENTS 


SUMMARY 


Adult 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 


Juvenile 
Non-fiction 
Fiction 

Total 


Teacher Coll. 1943 


Total 


GRAND TOTAL 


917 
503 
1,420 
21,196 
10,279 
10,917 
21,196 
_18131_ 


$5065 
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REGISTRATION - APRIL 


MAIN LIBRARY 


Adult Dept. 
New borrowers 281 
Re-registered 12 
Total Shas 


B& G Dept. 
New borrowers 61 
Re-registered 
Total 61 


Total Main Library 


EXTENSION DEPT. 
Bookmobile 
New borrowers 129 
Re-registered 4 
Total 


GARNET BRANCH 
New borrowers 
Re-registered 
Total 


GRAND TOTAL 
NEW BORROWERS 487 
RE-REGISTERED 80 
TOTAL 


40 Transient Cards 1943-44 
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